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CHAIRMAN GOICHI - REWARD 
OTONASHI’S ASSIGNMENT: : 


| killed my wife Sumi-san 23 years ago. 
Explain how that is true. 


Whoever accomplishes the assignment best 
: will be given priority when selecting the 
: Chairman’s assets for inheritance. 









Assassinated 
25 years 
ago. Was 
president of, 
the Otonashi| 
Group. 















Otonashi 
Group. 





x 25 years 
ago 


KOYA 
PUTING 


Kaoruko’s 
husband! 






} gy The judge of this 


, AD assignment. 
A Mat, » 










The fox spirit who 
tempted Gdichi. 








BAS? Wa ie 








VERY WELL. 
I ONLY SAW 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
HE’S THE 
CHAIR- 
MAN AND 
CEO OF A 
GLOBAL 
AND HOTEL 
I’M THE CHAIN, 
DAUGH- 
TER 
OF HIS 
ELDEST 
SON... 


1MY FATHER 
STRUCK OUT 
ON HIS OWN 
AND OPENED 
Al SMALL 
JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT. 





SO I WAS 
BORN HAND 
RAISED 
A COM- 
MONER. 
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14AND MAYBE 
a IT WAS A 
SS } ==1| REBELLIOUS 
SPIRIT THAT 
CHOP MADE HIM 
4 ASPIRE TO 
| THE LIFE OF 
=e Ligh) FIN ARTISAN 
oo 


A | INSTEAD. 


"oe 
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| IF SOMETHING 
HAD GONE 
DIFFERENTLY, 


\) I MIGHT HAVE 


ENDED UP 
THE PROUD 
HEIRESS 
TO THE 
OTONASHI 


MY FATHER TELLS 
ME THAT WHEN 
HE WAS YOUNG, 
HE WAS MADE 
TO LIVE AN ELITE 
LIFESTYLE AS AN 
EXECUTIVE AND 
FUTURE OWNER 

OF A LARGE 

CORPORATION... 










HE 
AND UNCLE 
SUSUMU— 

THE MAN 
WHO 
DID TAKE 
OVER THE 

COMPANY— 
ARE POLAR 

OPPOSITES. 
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IT DOES 
SOUND 
LIKE A 

RESTRICTIVE 








DAD CAME 
TO ME WITH 
A BIZARRE 


YOU TO 
DO THIS 


Otonashi Family Inheritance 
RESOURCE FILE 7 








RATE, IT’S 
ABOUT THE 
MURDER 23 
YEARS AGO. 
HE PROBABLY 
KNOWS 
SOMETHING 
THAT THE 
REST OF US 
DON/T— 









































































































































































































































DAD sAYS 
THAT SO MUCH HE WANTS TO 
TIME HAS is / SHOW US THAT 
PASSED. BUT ee CRIMES WILL 
HE WANTS US 9 [= ALWAYS BE 
TO FIGURE ee \ PUNISHED. 


GET THE 
PRIORITY 
FOR THE 
INHERITANCE, 
YOU CAN DO 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 
WITH IT. 


‘G j a 
‘ ; te Ke we 
MMU Asse 





















































: CHAPTER 26: 
“SLEEPING MURDER PART TWO” 


ONE OF My 
RELATIVES 


Ve EEF NOW I’M 
NONE ON THE / &: ae VM: SUPPOSED 
OF THIS LINE. i TO EXPLAIN MURDER. 
FEELS HOW MY 
REAL, | GRAND- 
FATHER WAS 
THE KILLER. 


INHERITANCE 
GOES, I CAN'T 
SEE IT BEING 
ANYTHING BUT 
TROUBLE. 


EXTREMELY 
UNDER- 
A DRESSED. 


YOU FOR | 
COMING. | 


rN 





THE SCHEMES S 


OF AN OLD MAN 
WITH MONEY, 
POWER, AND 

BRAINS DO MAKE 
LIFE DIFFICULT FOR 

THE REST OF US, 

DON’T YOU 
AGREE? 





I’M SURE YOU ALL 





HAVE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT ME: “WHO 
ARE YOUP” “WHAT 
ARE YOU DOING 


AM ORDERED 
TO ASSUME THIS 
BIZARRE ROLE, 
FORCING ME TO 
TAKE TIME OUT 
OF MY SCHEDULE 
TO COME ALL 
THE WAY TO 
THIS HOTEL. 


THINKING I COULD 
HAVE REFUSED 
IF IT WAS SUCH 
A PROBLEM, BLIT 
, [}\ COULD YOU REFUSE 
WELL, 1 DO \|N A\\\ A REQUEST FROM 
SEE WHERE \|| AW Vii THE CHAIRMAN 
| IDy it OTONASHIP 


‘ ~ : 
I | 
| 
ile 
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FURTHER- 

































MORE, I AM TO 

EVALUATE AND 

ee RANK 7OU, NO 

A MATTER WHAT I 

~ Ga? yOu DONT DO, WHOEVER 
x aaa THINK WE COMES OUT 
San. WOULD ON BOTTOM 
BE THAT WILL HOLD IT 
PETTY. AGAINST ME. 
























THERE’S 
NO TELLING 
WHAT SORT OF 
RETALIATION 
I WILL BE 
cil en 
WOULDN'T INT 
ALLOW IT. FLITUIRE. 











BUT THE CHAIR- 
MAN WON'T LIVE 
FOREVER, AND I 
WOULDN’T WANT 
YOU TO TRY ANY- 
THING AFTER HIS 
DEATH. 


NEVERTHELESS, 
HE IS ALIVE AND 
WELL NOW, SO 
I MUST FULFILL 
MY ROLE, OR I 
WILL INCUR HIS 
DISPLEASURE. 


AS THINGS — ‘> 


STAND, THIS $V 

CANNOT HRRRM : 
POSSIBLY A y 
END WELL 














YOU MEN 
HAVE DONE 
SOME BACK- 
GROUND 
CHECKS ON 
ME, NOP 
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I TRIED, 
BUT NONE OF 
THE DETECTIVE 
AGENCIES I 
TRUST WERE 
WILLING TO 











THAT ALONE 










MAKES IT 
VERY CLEAR 
THAT THERE’S 
THEY SOMETHING 
UNANI- UNUSUAL 


MOUSLY ABOUT YOU. 
AGREED THAT 



































LEAVE THE 
HE WARNED MANABU AVE T 
ME TO AVOID AMACHI. IWANAGA 
GETTING ON DO YOU OKs 

YOUR BAD REMEMBER ; 
SIDE AT ALL 


age I ACTUALLY 
Spee eee HAPPEN 

y Pree : TO HAVE A 

| NEPHEW WHO 

WAS IN YOUR 

CLUB IN HIGH 

CHOOL. 



















bw strange 


% I WOULD HAVE 
PLEASE Ves} _ EXPECTED AIM 


/ a RELATIVE 
Bebe | TO SPEAK MORE OF MY 
MANABLI Bn FAVORABLY CLUB 
MEANT NO Rs\ ABOUT ME. PRESI- 
ILL WILL. oe DENT? 


























ANY RATE, 














I HAVE NO 

BUT CONTROL 

IT SEEMS OVER THE 
THAT MR. Silas 
CHAIRMAN SEOpLe 
LIKED WHAT tite 
HE HEARD. eur 

ME. 











SENPAI HERE 
IS NOT MY 
HE IS THE ATTENDANT. 


y <A PERSON- 
Tabac: Se ALLY, I’M NOT 


SINCEHIGH |/// — INTERESTED IN 
SCHOOL. [W//) Ar) MAKING ANY 
wa ENEMIES. 


WM 


“iin 


AND IT'S NOT 
EVERY DAY 
THAT I GET TO 
GO TO SUCH A 
LOVELY HOTEL 
WITH KIM. 


NATURALLY, 
T WANT TO 
TAKE MY 
TIME AND 
ENJOY IT! 
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| [WY 3 THE SUITE 
Nihal iy \\ fom THAT WAS 
we ad toe 7 Uf yf RESERVED 


“ED I TRA cM FOR MY 
‘ i y / lay eZ Ny WED Ger eae 
START WITH ENORMOUS 
AND THEN A NICE BATHROOM. 
DO ALL 
KINDS OF 
OTHER FUN 
THINGS 


Prt TOGETHER’ , 
\d 
a4 


a, 


Zag Vig WY 
ML aS 

y fe a7 
\ et 


G 
~~ 


THAT’S 
NOT FAIR, 
HIDING 


BEHIND ME, A | KNOWLEDGE- 4 
5 ABLE ABOUT 


bg)| tuatsort | Ne re 


YOU SEE, / ee | 

WE WENTTO ig = RN ’ N \ 
AHOTSPRING Fe ca a * TO BE 30. 
RECENTLY, BUT yy Ss WA N VOCAL ABOUT 

ABLE TO BATHE |S me~. a YJ) INTERESTS. / 


f TOGETHER. 





TRUE. 
I’M 
NOT EXCITED 
ABOUT THE 
IDEA OF 
MAKING MY 
FAMILY 
RELATIONS 


Se 


pins 


TO SPEND 
THE NEXT 
24 HOURS 

IN NEGOTIA- 


‘\ TIONS, INSIN- 


UATIONS, AND 
\ PARANOIA. 


aN 


RATE, I’M 
SURE YOU 
ALL AGREE 

THAT IT 
WOULD BE 
LESS THAN 

IDEAL... 























CHAIRMAN 
4 . OTONASHI HAS 
ISUGGEST V4 x& | f. ASKED YOU TO 
WE ALLWORK W*KF Fy EXPLAIN HOW 
TOGETHER TO . Me?) IT WAS THAT HE 
COME UP WITH rANC \ YF KILLED SUMI 
ONE ANSWER OTONASHI- 
FOR HIM. | SAN 23 YEARS 
AGO. 


AND I WILL TELL aa. 
THE CHAIRMAN THAT eS a | 

ay ALSO DIS- 

THE RANKINGS ARE A) Clas THE 


BASED ON HOW \ + 
MUCH EACH OF la? THEN TWILL DISTRIBL- 


YOU CONTRIBUTED FRA NYW4 RANK YOU TION OF THE 
TO OUR SINGLE /\)\\\\\)\ 4 ie IN ORDER 
ANSWER. AC ENS «= SUCH THAT 
‘ AQ) /3)) ni EVERYONE 
— FAP gies! |) MR SETS WHAT 
“a Ki RE ||) QA THEY WANT. 


— = 


ee i 









IT WOULD 
BE SO 
TIRING 

TO HAVE 

TO LISTEN 

TO THREE 

SEPARATE 

ANSWERS. 


LEAVE FOR 
APPROXI- 
MATELY ONE 

















PLEASE 
LUISE THAT 
TIME TO 
DISCUSS 
MY 
PROPOSAL 
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BUT IF I’M Ry Ly, 
GUARANTEED Fee Se AGE 


THOSE THINGS, 
THEN I DON’T coe 
CARE WHAT WOULD LIKE 
RANK I GET IN TO CLAIM THE 
THE aoe RIGHTS TO. 
MENT. 


MY WIFE AND 
CHILDREN HAD 
SOME REQUESTS 
FOR THE INHERI- 
TANCE, AND I HAVE 
TO TAKE THOSE INTO 
CONSIDERATION, 
TOO. 


SAYS THAT 
SHE’S NOT 
ae INTERESTED IN 
ESPECIALLY <Fd™ LETTING YOU 
SINCE YOU’RE 7 AND RYSOMA- 
THE CHAIR- : SAN GET ALL 


MAN’S | THE PROFIT. 
RYSMA-SAN- FAVORITE, 


GETS ALOT WORKING 
OF RESPECT FOR THE 
FOR HAVING GROUP 
THE GUTS TO’) —- AND ALL, 
FOLLOW HIS 

OWN PATH IN A 
COMPLETELY 

OPPOSITE 
DIRECTION. 








IF THE TWO 


OF YOU a ; 
WERE GIVEN OTHER HAND, 


S KRORUKO 
pate tae VY \{| SEEMS TOFEEL 


INHERITANCE, , LIKE HER FATHER 


‘o . DOESN'T 
” SHE COULD : : LOVE HER VERY 


TAKE IT. se : MUCH. 





ee 
pila Eas 
ATTRIBLITING 
MY SUCCESS 
TO THE POWER 
Waa 
SNe 


Hh 


SHE JUST 
aera: 
TION OF 
KNOWING 
SHE BEAT 
HER 
BROTHERS. 


KAORUKO 

IS RATHER 

INSECURE 
ABOUT THAT, 




















TE 
hLw~N 
WHEN SHE 

MARRIED 

ME, OUR 

FINANCIAL 


PROMISING. 


WELL, THE 
TWG OF 
enh Gee 

BRILLIANT 

MEN. 
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YOU KNOW, 
KOYA-SAN, IF YOU 
WOULD USE THE 
OTONASHI GROUP 
TO HELP YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS, IT WOULD 
Elue GAD an 
OPPORTUNITY TO BE 
MORE INVOLVED 
WITH KRORUIKO- 


BESIDES, 
KAORLIKO 
DOESN’T 
CARE 
ABOLIT 
MONEY. 


WY 
Wy 


I MAY 
BEA 
COMPETENT 
BUSINESS Py | 
OWNER 


Apiaver 
IN THIS CASE, 
SHE MAY WANT 
PO ciow 
1! EVERYONE THAT 
“Brie tegeratertes 
\ HUSBAND WHO'S | 
Peer nN 


us. 























7 INHERITING XY 
A LARGE 


RION WANTS SUM OF 
ANYTHING, SHE MONEY 
SHOULD MAKE ; WILL BRING 
SURE TO GET NOTHING 

IT. I BET BUT 

THAT’S WHAT 1 TROUBLE. 

HE SAID. : 



























IF YOU KNOW 
DAD THAT 
WELL, UNCLE 
SUSUMU, THEN 
WHY DO YOU 
STILL HATE HIM 


EXACTLY 
WHAT I 
DON’T 

WANT HIM 


ELDEST 
GIVES UP THE 
INHERITANCE, 
OR IF I GET 
MORE THAN 
SOME MY “FAIR” 
MAY SHARE, 
CLAIMI PEOPLE WILL 
RIGGED START TO 
THE SUSPECT 
CONTEST. THINGS. 





DOES HE HAVE 
=| ANY IDEA HOW 
MUCH WORK I 
I’M HAVE TO DO, 
SURE CLEANING UP HIS 
HE’S MESSES 


JUST 
HAPPY AND CUTTING 


DOING 
EVERY- 
THING 
HE EVER 
WANTED 
TO DO. 
IN 


THEN 
FOR THE 
RANKINGS, 


AS FOR WHAT f WE'LL PUT 


BECAUSE 
I DON’T 
CARE 
WHAT 
RANK I 


YOU \NHERIT, | ’ UNCLE KSYA 


WOULD IT BE 
BEST FOR YOU 
AND UNCLE KOYA 
TO DISCUSS 
WHAT YOU WANT, 


IN FIRST 


AND WE CAN 
MAKE SURE YOU 
BOTH GET ITP 










IT’S EASIER cave aw 
TO DO IT THIS PROBLEMS 
. WAY THAN WITH 
So? 4 TO COMPETE THAT, AND 
IDIDN’T \\ [J OVER WHO 
WANT TO Cas) AQ HASABETTER || WHAT OTD Be 
FIGHT ge: * SNOWER: you, HAPPY 
OVER THE ref © SU- 
INHERITANCE , SUMU- 


TO BEGIN Yr | SANP 
WITH. : : ee 
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INHERITANCE, 
BUT WE’VE 
ALREADY 
SETTLED IT 
AMICABLY. 


/S THERE 
A RIGHT 
ANSWER 
TO THIS 
ASSIGN- 
MENT? 








WHY IS 
HE MAKING 


aa 
a RS, 


US COME 
UP WITH 
THE SOLU- 
TION? 


Sepeeen SeeeeenESER 








co Ree | DO YOU 
GRANDEATHER XN 4) | || / THINKHEHAD 
PROBABLY . A/\ | | Ss | SOMETHING 
KNOWS SOMETHING ¢ AK | Wo |)6ELSE IN MIND 
THAT THE REST OF : Vi | WA Wee 
US DON’T, AND 
NOW THAT ENOUGH 
TIME HAS PASSED, 
HE WANTS US TO 
FIGURE IT OUT. 











OH, 
PLEASE, 
YOU'RE 
OVER- 
THINKING 
THIS. 
THE YOUNG 


CHAIRMAN ae LADY’S 


| OTONASHI /S Velimperey PROPOSAL, 
INVOLVED IN ||| THERE 


| 


" 


THAT NEED 
SOME ' 
CLARIFI- 
CATION. /im: 
































DOESN’T THINK 
YOU WOULD 
SO HE BELIEVE HIM IF HE 
WANTS TOLD YOU HOW 
YOU, HIS HE DID IT. /| 
CHILDREN, TO 
COME TO THE 
CONCLUSION 
ON YOUR 








> OWN, THAT’S 
sy ok 
mie ee Mi. 











THERE /s \I 
A RIGHT 
ANSWER. 
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BUT We’ ms 
THERE’S NO [QW a= Cf  YOUALL 

REASONTO WV Yaw Se 4 SEEK OUT 

SUSPECT am }{. THE TRUTH, 
a 7 FIND IT. 





THINK, FOR 
EXAMPLE, ABOUT 
THE PEOPLE CLOSE 
ve | . TO THE CASE 
RYOMA-SAN, 4 BAe THAT CHAIRMAN 
KHORUKO- ~. | OTONASHI WOULD 
SAN, oo NOT WANT TO 
DON'T SUSUMU-SAN, |}. << FALL UNDER 
YOU THINK KOYA-SAN. ee , SUSPICION. 
IT’S ODD i 
THAT EVERY 
ONE OF YOU 
HAD AN 
ALIBIP 


AT THE TIME, | : 1 \ 
ONLY CHAIR- 39 \ A/V ( SYS J \\\ [| ~BEMOST AS 


MAN OTONASHI _ \ / LIBBKGY WE | IF SOMEONE 


WAS POWERFUL : LLL | I HAD TAKEN 
ENOUGH TO HAVE oY} wt) 
ACCOMPLISHED 
SUCH A THING, 
WOULDN’T YOU 
AGREE? 


e LL 
st 
, 


= me, 4 V 
tl an 


THE MURDER 
OCCURRED 
AT 7:00 PM, 
ON THE 
EVENING OF 
WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 16, 
23 YEARS 
AGO. 








IN ORDER 
TO KEEP HER 
PERSONAL 
LIFE ENTIRELY 
SEPARATE 
FROM HER 


WORK LIFE, SHE 


DELIBERATELY 
REFUSED A 
COMPANY 

CHAUFFEUR, 


NEIWEMMOVO |) 


Osteopathy 
Clinic 


i ew HAD 


GONE 

SHE HAD ALONE TO 

APPARENTLY 

MADE A INDEPEN- 
PRACTICE OF DENTLY 

ATTENDING RUN 

THIS CLINIC MASSAGE 
ONCE A MONTH CLINIC. 

IN COMPLETE 
PRIVACY 


VISIT AN 


FOR A BRIEF 
RESPITE FROM 
THE WORKING 
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SHOUTS 
AIND CAME 
RUNNING, 





THE LOCAL 
RESIDENTS 
HEARD THE 























Zane 
Highs 


ie 
ry 





ee Sara, 
SE 
ie 


; 





SUMI’S 
CRIES 


or PEnHApS WERE IN 
IT was Because VAIN. 
SHE USED THE 
LAST OF HER 
STRENGTH FOR 
THOSE SHOUTS 
THAT SHE DIED 


~ BO XN 


SHE WX 

DIED FROM ~ 
HYPOVOLEMIC 

SHOCK 
AFTER BEING 
STABBED 
TWICE NEAR 
THE HEART. ec 


Ne 


SUMI WAS 
IN THE 
HABIT OF 
CARRYING A 
WAS SIGNIFICANT 
ALWAYS AMOUNT 
AT LEAST’ OF CASH. 
ONE MILLION 
YEN IN HER 
WALLET, BUT 
ALL THE BILLS 
HAD BEEN 
REMOVED. 


LOLS 


HER BODY 
WAS STILL 
WARM, SO 
THEY KNEW 
SHE HAD 
ONLY 
JUST BEEN 
KILLED. 


KNOWS 
WHERE THE 
KNIFE CHME 
FROM, AND 
NO FINGER- 

PRINTS WERE 

FOUND 

ON THE 

WEAPON. 


GLANCE, 
THE CASE 
IS SIMPLE. 





AND THAT 
IS THE 


BUT WITH NO 
OTHER CLUES 
OR WITNESS 


A MUGGER 
TRIED TO TAKE 
HER MONEY, MET 
WITH UNEXPECTED 
RESISTANCE, AND 
STABBED HER IN 


' , THE STRUGGLE. 
REPORTS, THE [PQ isa 
INVESTIGATION |=74 ey 


QUICKLY RAN 
INTO A DEAD 


POLICE ALSO 
LOOKED INTO 
THE POSSIBILITY 
OF A PREMEDI- 


1 | [ERY i THEORY AS 
TATED MURDER | | 
MADE TO 


a | HE MOST /| 
LOOK LIKER «=AwA | Hi ee , : 
MUGGING. /f ll ae ee, TI 





























SUMI-SAN 
HAD MADE 
A LOT OF 
ENEMIES AT 
WORK AS 
WELL AS AT 
HOME. 


ADDITION- 
ALLY, HER 
FAMILY, AND 
KSYA-SAN, 
HAD MOTIVE YES, MOM 
AS WELL. WOULD CUT 
TIES WITH 
ANYONE WHO 
OPPOSED 
HER OR 
DISOBEYED 





a EoRaan acta coe 


YOU KNEW THAT 
SUMI-SAN WENT 
TO THE MASSAGE 
CLINIC ONCE A 


OF COURSE, 
EVERYONE IN 


THE COMPANY’S 
UPPER ECHELONS 


atta ia 
THE MASSA 
SHED ELE CLINIC, TOO. 
DONE SOME 

RESEARCH 

AND SET UP 

AN AMBUSH 

IF THEY’D 
WANTED TO. 


CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
SENSED HIS 
CHILDREN’S 
UNHAPPINESS 
AS WELL AS 
AN IMPENDING 
CRISIS FOR 
THE GROUP. 


OF THESE 
FACTORS WAS 
Al REASON 
FOR WANTING 
SUMI-SAN 
OUT OF THE 
WAY. 


MONTH. 


YOU COULD 
HAVE PLANNED 
TO AMBUSH 
HER ON HER 
RETURN. 


SHE WAS 
OPPOSED TO 
KHORUKO- 
SAN’S 
MARRIAGE 
TO KOYA- 


AND TO 
RYOMEA- 
SAN’S HAND 
SUSUMU- 
SANS 
INDIVIDUAL 
CHREER 








SHE EVEN 
TOLD ME 
IF I DIDN’T 
CALL OFF MY 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH KRORUKO, 
SHE WOULD 
RUIN MY 
COMPANY. 


YOU HAD AN 
ALIBI, YOU 
WERE ALL 
REMOVED 

FROM 


CONSIDER- 
AT SEVEN “ation, 


THAT NIGHT, 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI WAS 
IN A DIFFERENT 
PREFECTURE, IN 
A MEETING WITH 
ABOUT A DOZEN 
WITNESSES. 


RYOMA-SAN 
AND SUSUMU- 
THAT T 

Eee oat GROUP’S MAIN 
NEE SEEN OFFICE, OVER AN 

HOUR’S DRIVE 

AWRY FROM THE 

SCENE OF THE 


f 

i fl | . 

ili 1 
i 

Hit 1S ae 

im ! 

qe 

i 












BROTHER 
AND I OFTEN 
FOUND 
OURSELVES 
WISHING THAT 
k MOM WASN'T 
AROUND. 














EY 


SHE WOULD 
GIVE ME A 
SUBSTANTIAL 
SUM OF 
MONEY IN 


THAT RETURN. 


WOULD 
MAKE ANY- 


eo 
SS 


nn - 
SS ae 
Oe Oras 
~ cx\ Fy 


I WAS IN 
MY TWENTIES, 
AND NII-SAN 
WAS JUST 
OVER 30. 


PARTICULAR, 
PEOPLE SAW 
THE TWO OF 
YOU FIGHTING 
IN THE OFFICE, 
CORRECT? 


HE HAD BEEN 
TRAINING AT 
A FAMOUS 
BUT SHE RESTAURANT 
CAUGHT ON BEHIND 
AND MADE MOM’S 
SURE HE HAD BACK. 
TO WORK 
AT THE MAIN 
OFFICE. THE 
STRESS WAS 
GETTING 















FOR MY 
PART, I WAS 














= 










ON EDGE 
Eeieaaas SO WHILE 
— Lr! HE HATED HIS Hehe: 
ae g WAS ONLY 
JOB, I WISHED THEE 
T COULD TO WORK 









SISTANT. 





IT DIDN’T 
TAKE MUCH 
TO TO GET 

US ARGUING. 
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I UNDER- 
STAND 
THAT MANY 
OF YOUR 
i ASSOCIATES 
HAD NEVER WERE AWARE 
SHOWN oo SCOF: THE BAD 
SUCH OVERT 
HOSTILITIES 
WITHIN 
WHICH COMPANY 
MADE YOUR WALLS 
ALIBI ALL BEFORE. 
THE MORE + 
INDISPUT- 







































































COINCIDENCE 
OR NOT, IT 
HELPED YOUR 


YOU, K6YA- 
SAN, WERE 
OUT MAKING 
AMIDST THE ROLINDS, 
ALL YOUR 
* TALKING TO 
NEGOTIA 
POTENTIAL 
TIONS, you. FOTENIE 
DIDN'T HAVE =EBUYERS. 
TIME TO SLIP 





DEED. 

















YOU 
NECTIONS— | fe 
HARD TO GET 
MY FOOT IN 





AN INTER- 


MIGHT HAVE HAD 
TIME TO MAKE IT 





BUT 
ORIGINALLY, 
SHE HAD HAD 
THEY PLANS TO 
HAD GO OUT TO 
RESER- DINNER WITH 
VATIONS A FRIEND 
AND THAT DAY. 
SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 


KARORUKO- 
SAN HAD 


INJURED HER] © 


LEFT LEG. 


AND WAS 
ALONE 
IN YOUR 
APARTMENT. 


YES, KRORUKO 
TOOK A 
SPECTACULAR 
FALL IN THE 
APARTMENT 


LOBBY EARLIER 
THAT DAY. 


ME SHE 
CANCELED 
HER PLANS > 
FRIEND. 














VY ANEIGHBOR 
\ \= WAS THERE AND 
(7 | ABLE TO HELP 
\ geal el 
I TOOK g SOME COLD 
HER TO THE COMPRESSES 
HOSPITAL Saag ON IT, BUT THE 
AFTER I GOT y LUT. SWELLING 
WE HOME FROM dl] HAD GOTTEN 
FOUND WORK LATE WORSE IN THE 
OUT SHE’D THAT NIGHT. . EVENING. 
BROKEN 
HER LEFT 
TIBIA, SO \ 
SHE STAYED 
THE NIGHT A | 


THERE. 


















































Y SHE CERTAINLY SOT oe 
COULD NOT HAVE lina RO | ~~ KRAORUKO- 
ATTACKED AND BL ® : SAN HAD 
KILLED SUMI-SAN = HAD PLANS 
ON THAT LEG, : ue BEFORE, BUT 
AND BECAUSE THE ELL? THANKS TO 
wes iain 
| qT = ACCIDENT, 
HOW | fe , NEVER- ? 


OUTSIDE OF A AN eh 
FOR- ae Sia SHE, TOO ALMOST 
TUNATE Maer | Oye. ——l] NARROWLY 


POR (* ae FERRI ESCAPED 
& | DORR] \ SusPICiON. 





ath 


CO, oe 7 
Aeeggginily Inheritance \ 
URCE FILE 
































MURDER 
AND pie 
DELIBERATELY 
WHERE THEY WERE 
AT THE TIME OF 


1S THAT 


ACTED WITH 
NOTHING 
BUT CLASS 
THROUGH 






































































































































SPECIFICALLY HAD 
KILLED WHEN 
EVERYONE ELSE 

HAD AN ALIBIP 


EVEN IF 
CASE, DO YOU 


{ \ 


PERISH 
THE wees 
THOUGHT! ¥ ; ; 
I WOULD 


a = rh 
PSD 





BUT DESPITE 
ALL YOUR CLAIMS 
OF SELFLESS- 


NOT EXPECT THE 
MATTER TO BE 
RESOLVED SO 


I 
APOLOGIZE 
FOR MY 
COMPAN- 
ION’S BAD 
MANNERS. 


IT IS 
TRUE THAT 
I SUG- 


| | GESTED AN 


ALLIANCE. 








QUICKLY. 


a NESS, I DID 


ae 
| 


H 
INHERITANCE /S 
ENORMOUS, AND 
) IT DOES INVOLVE 
, MANAGEMENT 
FURTHERMORE, OF A LARGE 
KAORUKO-SAN CORPORATION, SO 
AND RYSMA- I ASSUMED YOU 
SAN—TWO OF WOULD WAIT TO SEE 
THE ACTUAL HOW THINGS WENT 4A 
HEIRS—ARE NOT ABITLONGER /. 
PRESENT. FIRST. 





BUT YOU \ny 
AGREEDTO V7 
WITHNO Bp 
A ARGUMENT. 


IT’S AS IF 
YOU WERE 
ALL TRYING 
TO SAY YOU 
WOULD LIKE 
TO SETTLE 
THIS QUICKLY 
AND PERCE- 


THESE ARE 
THE ACTIONS Cl Ek 
OF PEOPLE WHO } 
HAVE BIGGER 
CONCERNS THAN |/’ * | 
AN INHERITANCE, / , EARTHS 
WOULDN'T YOU YOUR 





ESPECIALLY 
BECAUSE 


THIS ALLI- 
pha ANCE GOES 
CONCERNS, = OGD aN 

I BELIEVE YOU Gz onneHl's 

WOULD HAVE WISHES. / 
TAKEN THE 
ASSIGNMENT 
MORE 
SERIOUSLY. 





OR PERHAPS 
RYSMA-SAN, 
SUSUMU-SAN, 












PERHAPS 


=) ITISA 
KOYA-SAN, COINCIDENCE 
AND CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI ee 
ALL HAVE AN 


WERE ALL ALIBI. 


ARRANGED COMPLICIT, 
TO HAVE 





\ Tt BECAUSE 
SHE VERY eA Def SAN HAD : 
oe uice WK Not BEEN 
wa WW NS\ INFORMED 

ALIBI. PP OF THE 


YOU THINK 
IT’S MORE 
FUN TO 
INTERPRET 

































































| i | —_ fy f 
| | I ae f | 7 
| \/ ah 
2 \(t 






































































| Aid d 
KNOW THAT || A lowe 
MY UNCLES AND Vim g 
GRANDFATHER de 
WOULDN’T DO MW 
ANYTHING TO 

















CHEAT ANYONE 
OUT OF THEIR 
FAIR SHARE. 





















































THAT’S WHY 





ALLIANCE — 
BECAUSE IT 
WAS BETTER 

THAN STARTING fe 

AFAMILY £ 

FEUD. 





> 


mp 





WERE ALL IN IT 
TOGETHER— : | SOMETHING HE 
GRANDFATHER V [SS CAN TELL US NOW 
INCLUDED—THEN jj f= THAT SO MUCH 
THERE’D BENO | p Mee == TIME HAS PASSED. 
POINT IN THIS , a: ONLY HE WANTS 


MEETING OR Ayr aN (ZY, US TO FIGURE 
THIS ASSIGN- [IV - ; IT OUT. 


ef 


\ 
ae 
SS 


I / ZNever, 
4é| YA | 

We oa BECAUSE 

THAT THEY lA SHEN Ay 
UNCLES WOULD 

KNOW THAT 
GRANDFATHER 
DID IT. 





CHAIRMAN 

OTONASHI 
DENIES IT, 
AS WELL. 


WE MUST 
ALWAYS FACE 
PUNISHMENT 

FOR OUR 

CRIMES. 





j 


| | 


LO —oe : 
| z 
f \ 





lin 





/ 


CONFESS, 








Oby & 
~ZZ0nes 
SZ2LYUOp& 
pare saze 

anO= oc 

- O 


PAS 





23 YEARS 
AGO, MY 
BROTHER HIND 
I DID HAVE A 
PLAN TO KitL 
OUR MOTHER. 


ONE ELSE 
KILLED HER 
BEFORE 
WE WERE 
READY. 



































YOU'VE 
HATED 
aa 
OTHER 
FOR | » 
YOU MORE FER Ws) | Han 

WERE THAN 30 ]iliii\ \\ / i / 

FIGHT- YEARS/ 
ING ON 
‘mn THE DAY 














































IT WAS THAT 
ENMITY THAT 
MADE IT SO 


y ZL] AY | , BUT 
| y || A EASY TO 
was some Vy ZZ 4 | ZA THEY ASSUME THEY 


COMMON 2 yee BOTH 
GROUND AAR 4) WANTED WOULD NEVER 
ON WHICH SS “HY ESSEN- 10 emiED 
\ > |s TIALLY 
THE SAME 
THING. 


DAY OF THE 
MURDER, YOU 
HAD SUCH WE 
A VIOLENT JUST 
WaT EVER ONE HIDE. 
THAT EVER 
AROUND YOU ANYTHING 


FROM 
NOTICED IT. YOU, CAN 


WEP 















WHAT GAVE 
YOU SUCH 
A SOLID 








BUT WHAT 
\ IF YOU WERE 
/ EXAMPLE, IN CHHOOTS, |; 
LET’S SAY THE | HAND WERE OMLY {72 
TWO OF YOU PRETENDING 
WENT INTO 


START 
[ZA ARGUING. 


OUTSIDE . 
HEARD THE \ a. 
VOICES AND 
SOUNDS OF 
AN ALTER- 
CATION. 


BUT ONE OF 
THE VOICES 
WAS PRE- 
ONLY RECORDED. 
ONE OF 
YOU WAS IN 
THE ROOM, 
ACTING OUT 
A VICIOUS 
FIGHT. 





PEOPLE 
WOULD 
THINK THAT 
YOU WERE 

BOTH | 
_ INSIDE THE § 





MEANWHILE, 
THE OTHER 
ONE OF YOU 








TO COMMIT > 
MURDER. 

















WAS OUR 

PLAN FOR 

CREATING 
IMPORTANT 
YOU NEEDED 
TO SEE ME 





MISERABLE 
IN THOSE 
DAYS. 


fa 
kK 
O 
at) 
Wt) 
aw 
uw 
= 


ps 
Baoan lead 








BUT 
THEN MY 
BROTHER 


CAME TO 
ME WITH A 


Conse cites 

















THINGS 
ARE, OUR I FIGURED 
FUTURES— YOU WERE THE 
ONLY ONE I 
COULD ASK. 


GROUP’S 
FUTURE—ARE 
DOOMED, 





|_| K/LL MOM, 














I'LL DO 
THE DIRTY 





I JUST NEED 
YOU TO HELP 
ME CREATE 
AN ALIBI. 



































Ni 


\\ . 
WN 
WW N 


AIND I KNEW 
JUST AS WELL 
AS HE DID 
THAT MOM’S 
EXISTENCE WAS 
ENDANGERING 
EVERYTHING 
AROUND HER. 


vee 
patarene 






















































































I ASSUME 

































































YOU HAVE 






































A PLAN, 


eZ 


NII-SAN 
WAS 
GOING TO 
DO THIS 
WHETHER 
I AGREED 
TO HELP 
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IF IT BACKED 
DOWN, I 
WOULD BE 
INFERIOR TO 
HIM THE REST 
OF My LIFE. 





BUT SINCE 
I NEVER 
COULD 
OFFER 
Je DO 
THE DEED 
Itt 
STILL ia 
ALWAYS 
BE LESS 
THAN 
HIM. 


BUT WE 
NEEDED TO 
LAY MORE 

GROUND- 

WORK TO 

DIVERT 

SUSPICION. 


THINK THAT HE 


OUR PLAN 


YX 
\ 
4, \ 
{\ \ 
\ 
\\ 


\ 


\ Aye 




















ee e ee 
ee ec ee ef 

s- @ © @ ee @ 
ee e ee 

ee ee ef 







ae. GET, 1 || I NOTICED 
Y > a eet | THEY WERE 





























cee EVEN WORSE, 
UNUSUAL 
ABOUT THE 
ACE Nl rere 
AND HITTING cee . 
‘YES, IT KNOW sa Alas ER STOP THEM. 








THEY'RE DUKING : 
ITOUTINAN OL 
EMPTY MEETING 
ROOM, BUT IT’S 
SAFER TO JUST 
STAY OUT OF 
IT.” 
















1 
{| psy 





















THAT'S 
THE ATMO- 


' 5 SET SY 
x As < y 







GENERAL 
MANAGER 
OTO- 


HOPING TO 
CREATE. 


bon era eean el 
















Tf / 


IT'S 


PRESIDENT : 
OTONASH! Ii” 4 THAT WAS 
) | THE DAY 
MOM WAS 
KILLED... 


THAT FIGHT 
BECAME OUR 
ALIBI FOR 
| FEBRUARY 16, 
23 YEARS 
AGO. 















WE HAD 
PLANNED 
TO MURDER 
OUR 
MOTHER 
AFTER 
HER VISIT 
TO THE 
MASSAGE 
CLINIC THE 
NEXT 
MONTH. 








WHO 
KILLED 
MOM? 
















YOU EVER 
SUSPECT 
THAT MAYBE 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 


THAT’S 
WHY THE POLICE 
DECIDED MOM’S 
DEATH WAS A 
MUGGING GONE 
WRONG. 


IF HE DIDN’T 
KILL HER, OF 
COURSE I’M 
GOING TO THINK 
HE’S TRYING TO 
GET ME AND MY 
BROTHER TO 
CONFESS, 


AND 
MAKE US 
PAY FOR 

PLOTTING 
TO KILL OUR 
MOTHER. 


H 


ts 


Bee G 
‘9 Weae- 
4 fe ae eer Se Ct 
phe j ays ; 
Z si = 7 « 
= (~~ 


I DION'T 
WANT TO 
BE SAVED 
BY LUCK! 
THIS ISN'T 
WHAT I 
WANTED! 


AND 
THERE 
WAS NO 
INDICATION 


DAD’/S 
GIVEN US 
THIS AS- 
SIGNMENT. 





BECAUSE 
HE WANTED 
HIS DAUGHTER 
TO LEARN OF 
THAT GUILT, AS 
SOME FORM 
OF PENANCE. 











WE NEVER 
ACTED ON IT, 
BUT WE DID 

PLAN A MURDER. 
THAT GUILT IS A 
HEAVY BURDEN 
TO BEAR FOR 
YOUR WHOLE 
LIFE. 


WHIT... 
UNCLE. IS 
THAT WHY 

YOU AND DAD 
HAVE BEEN 
FIGHTING FOR 
THE LAST 23 


TO 
ERASE ANY 
CHANCE THAT 
ANYONE WOULD 
SUSPECT YOU 
OF WORKING 
TOGETHER 
TO COMMIT 
A CRIMEP 





» 
a 
tm 
iz 
=. 


v \ 7 
S GAS. . 
is 
F/ 


NII-SAN HAD 
THE SAME 
FEELING. 





wm 7 MANAGEMENT 
{ Ni 


£ 


DESPITE 
THAT, WHEN 
HE WAS 
RUNNING 
THE GROUP, 
HE WAS 
BETTER AT 
IT THAN 
I WAS. 


EVERYONE 
ELSE BE 
DAMNED. 

















I’VE 
ALWAYS 
FELT 
INFERIOR 


STAYED IN 
THE GROUP, 
HE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
MADE ITS 
PRESIDENT 


a 


= Ve / fa 

a Gay i — ie 
ae | 3//—\- 
VAP 


OF THIS 
COMPANY IS, 
TO ME, THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
THING IN THE 
WORLD, AND HE 
JUST THREW IT 
ALL AWAY. 


AS 


‘s 


N 


I 


























NO, MAYBE 
I SHOULD 
BE THANKING 
DAD. YOURE 
JUST THE 
JUDGE, AFTER 


THEN 
WHAT 
ABOUT 
KSOYA- 
SAN AND 
KRORUKO- 











BUT I 
DO FEEL 
A LITTLE 
BETTER. 


SO I CAN 
AT LEAST 
THANK YOU 
FOR GIVING 
ME THE 
OPPORTUNI- 
TY TO COME 
FORWARD. 


se ay : 
Fasano manner 
















WERE 









YOU NOT 
SOI PLANNING TO 
THOUGHT, MURDER SUMI 
TRIED TO SAN 23 






ALIBI THUS... 


AGO? 


TIMING OF 
KRORUKO- 
SAN 
BREAKING 
HER LEG 
IS TOO 
PERFECT. 





























é =) | 
| -_ | fy AFTERNOON OF 
| re g == 
— | 1 Ae THE MURDER, 
y : NX = KRORUKO- 
S AND DELIBERAT 
THAT POINT, === PIRY peevenp ETE OE HEBE: 
NOTHING |. ll Sabie WERE PEOPLE 
ave GEEK oa, 4 | 3 : INJURED TO SEE HER, 



















































































IN THE 
EVENING, 
SHE WOULD 
SNEAK OUT 
OF THE 


MENT, 


AND MAKE iT Pag Ae APART- 


LOOK LIKE A 





WHERE 
HER LEG 
WOULD 
FINALLY BE 
BROKEN, 
BY HER 
OWN 


THEN SHE 
WOULD GO 
BACK TO 
THE APART- 
MENT, 


HAND. 


GEES 





THAT WAY, 
EVERYONE 

WOULD 
| 5 ff  WS\4 | THINK THAT 

IT WOULD he pou \ THELEG 
TAKERLOTOF  ¥ Lhe HAD BEEN 
COMMITMENT, ay BROKEN IN 
MAYBE You BUT IT’S NOT | 4, THE AFTER- 


HELPED HER |!MPOSSIBLE. “1 sHE CouLD \, NOON, 
ONCE YOU a |, ge NOT HAVE 
GOT HOME. a COMMITTED 

THE CRIME. 




























A WOMAN 
WOULDN'T \ cere 


WEKNOW HER OWN 

























DO YOU 





















THE KILLER p T COME UP 
WAS A MAN FORA, WITH THESE 
BECAUSE EVEN IF HER THINGS? 
OF SUMI- FACE WAS IT MAKES 
saie est ies 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT. 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































‘THE 
MAN IN THE 
BLACK COAT/ 
ARREST 
HIM/” 
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THE LOCAL 
RESIDENTS 
WHO HEARD IT 
LIKELY DIDN’T 
KNOW HER 
REAL VOICE. 


PERHAPS 
KAORUKO- 
SAN 
PRETENDED 
TO BE 
SUMI-SAN. 


AND SHE 
SHOUTED 
FROM BESIDE 
THE BODY SO 
PEOPLE WOULD 
HEAR HER AND 
THINK THE 


KILLER WAS lop opin 


MALE. ae ame 
ini 

















IF THE 
RESIDENTS 
CAME OUT 

TOO SOON, 

THEY WOULD 

FIND 
every KRORUKO. 


LIKELY THEY 






IT WOULD 
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BESIDES, IF A 
MURDER PLOT 
INVOLVES KILLING 
SOMEONE IN A 
RESIDENTIAL AREA, 
THE PERPETRATOR 
WOULD COVER THE 
AT THE TIME OF 
THE SLAYING, 


MAKING 
SURE THEY 
COULDN’T 
USE THEIR 

VOICE. 








THEY 
WOULDN’T 
LEAVE THE 

VICTIM’S SIDE 
UNTIL THEY 
WERE SURE 

SHE WAS 
DEAD. 

















IT WAS AN 
UNPLANNED 
THAT IS MURDER 
THE ONLY COMMITTED 
PLAUSIBLE BY A MUGGER 
REASON THAT WHO HAD NEVER 
SUMI-SAN SEEN SUMI-SAN 
WOULD HAVE BEFORE. 
HAD ENOUGH 










Soe aM ables 
THE KILLER HAD ? 
LEFT THE eS 
SCENE. 





"ya 


SUMI-SAN 

CRIED OUT 

AFTER THE 
THAT’S KILLER GOT 


WHY THE AWAY. 
RESIDENTS 
NEVER 
LAID EYES 
ON THE 
MURDERER. 


FURTHER- 
MORE, IF 
THEY LEFT 
ANY CLUES 
OR IF THE POINTING 
RESIDENTS TO THEM- 
FOUND SUMI-SAN 
IN TIME TO GET 
HER HELP, THEN 
THE WHOLE 
PLAN WOULD 
BE RUINED. 


‘ \ 

| 
i yf 
i 
i 
j a 
; f i | 
| 

\ 
| { j \ 

\ i 

bs ithings 


a) \\) 
par ! renga j 

















AND IF YOU 
ASK SUSUML- 
SAN, IT WILL 
HELP YOU FEEL 
BETTER. 





BUT YOU 
WON'T GET 
A BETTER 











FINE. I’LL 
CONFESS. 









































KHORUKO’S 
BROKEN 
LEG WASN'T 
WHAIT MADE 
IT POSSIBLE 
FOR HER TO 


LEG THAT _COMMIT 
THREW G@ THE CRIME. 

















AND, LIKE 
i/ SUSUMU-SAN 
A 


ND RYOMA-SAN, | (1, NX ONU/770)) KAORUKO AND 


WE WERE WAIT- ‘ J 
INS FOR HER TO {\_ KILL HER, TOO. 


BE ON HER WAY 
HOME FROM THE 
MASSAGE 
CLINIC. 


WE WERE 
GOING TO 
DO IT THAT 
VERY DAY. 


PROBABLY 
JUST BECAUSE 
THAT’S THE 
VP — NRO N ONLY TIME WE 
AND WE Ke , COULD BE SURE 
PLANNED TO | , SHE WAS ON 
FALSIFY THE | THE MOVE AND 
TIME OF HER ALONE. 
INJURY, JUST IZ 
LIKE YOU 
EXPLAINED. 





I'VE BEEN A 
SPOILED RICH 
GIRL MY WHOLE 
LIFE, NO ONE 
WOULD EVER 
SUSPECT I 
WOULD BREAK 
MY OWN LEG, 


7 IF WE 
DON’T DO 
SOMETHING, 
SHE'LL TEAR 
US APART. 


I CAN'T 
TAKE IT 
FAINYMORE, 


CEN 
m3 yy : 


AND SHE'LL 
RUIN YOUR 
) BUSINESS, 


BUT THIS 
PLAN WILL 
WORK, 











ON THE 








DAY OF THE 
MURDER, 
AS PER 
KAHORUKO’S 
PLAN, I WAS 
RUNNING 
mw AROUND ON 
BUSINESS ALL 


d A 8 i Biers 
Stel 


Tbe, a ei 
Ee Duta BLISS Ae 











+ EXPECTING 
KAHORUKO 
TO HAVE 
ALREADY 
COMMITTED 
THE MURDER. 





KOYA-SAN, 
I'M $0 





HOW 
COULD I 
BE SO 
STUPID! 


H/) EVEN IFI 

||) DID MANAGE 

|| TO AMBUSH 
HER, 


Zz 
COULDN'T 
HAVE RUN 
AWAY LIKE 

THIE... 


THAT 
LOOKS 
BAD. IT 
MUST 
REALLY 
HURT. 
YOU 
SHOULD 
HAVE GONE 
STRAIGHT 
TO THE 
HOSPITAL. 


I THINK 
I REALLY DID 
BREAK MY LEG 
WHEN I FELL 
EARLIER, 


DIDN'T THINK 

I COULD DO 

IT AND STILL 
GET AWAY, 








I COULDN'T 
LEAVE THE 
APARTMENT 
WITHOUT LETTING 
YOU KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED, 








iv seatatatnentatetetatatrentattetatat rent 


ev sentatatnentattatatatrentattetatat rent 


eee eee aeaeaialcbalaseasasaeasanananananananan 


RS 


SSS: 








IT wAS 
AT THE 
HOSPITAL 
THAT WE 
GOT THE 
NEWS OF 
HER DEATH. 





KAHORUKO 
AND I 
WERE 
BOTH 

STUNNED. 


SOME- 
ONE 
SOME- 
WHERE 
HAD 
KILLED 
HER. 








Z | ACCIDENT 

IT WAS ZEEE | HAD PUT 
A LITTLE Oe AN END 

TOO TO OUR 
CREEPY PLANS 

FOR eel TO DO 
DIVINE |. _ | UUST THAT 
PROVI- . 
DENCE. 











OF COURSE 

WE HAD OUR 

SUSPICIONS 
ABOUT 


: , ) CHAIRMAN 
IN ANY CASE, 3 OTONASHI. 


WE WERE GLAD 
IT ALL WORKED 
OUT, SO WE 


DECIDED TO 
FORGET IT AND 
MOVE ON WITH 

OUR LIVES. 


PLANS AND 
DECIDED TO 
ACT FIRST. 





EVEN IF 
HE /S THE 
KILLER, I 
CAN’T BELIEVE 
HIS ONLY 
GOAL IS TO 
CONFESS HIS 
OWN GUILT. 


I SENSED 
THAT THIS 
WAS SOME 
ROUNDABOUT 
WAYOFHIS 
TO GET US TO 
CONFESS OUR | 
CRIMES. | 


; KO’S BEEN 
THAT’S SCARED 
WHY I’M OUT OF HER 


HERE. IT MIND, TOO. 
WAS OUR 


ONLY 
OPTION. 


BUT IT NEVER 
OCCURRED 
TO ME THAT 
RYSMA-SAN 
AND SUSUML- 
SAN HAD 
IT’S SUCH PLOTTED HER 


A LOAD OFF DEATH, TOO. 
MY MIND, I 


FEEL LIKE IT’S 
MORE THAN I 
DESERVE. 










AND 



























I’M SURE 
fe 
Wi A 

MAYBE 

THAT’S WHY ea 

HE WANTED 

US TO GET MAYBE THE 

OUR GUILT CHAIRMAN IS 

OUT INTO JUST TRYING 


TO THE OPEN, TO SETTLE HIS 


PAST ACCOUNTS, 






BECAUSE HE 
WEIGHT OF DOESN’/T THINK 
IT ALL. HE HAS MUCH 
TIME LEFT. 


THE HEIRS’ 
CRIMES HAVE 


ALL BEEN 
EXPOSED, 
JUST LIKE YOU 
WANTED. 





























































































































































































IT DOESN’T 
MATTER TO 
ME WHAT ANY 
OF YOU WERE 
DOING AT THE 
TIME—I’/M NOT 
HERE TO MAKE 
ACCUSATIONS 
OR HEAR 
THE APOLOGIES. 
STATUTE OF 
LIMITATIONS 
IS LONG PAST, 
AND THAT 
IS NOT THE 
eas AT 


HOW DID 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
KILL SUMI 
OTONASHI- 

SAN? 


CRIMES 
ARE UNIM- 
PORTANT. 























































































































































































































YOU'VE 

BOTH BEEN SO THEN WHY 

reich Sue pip you 

y NO ONE FOUND MAKE US 
OUT ABOUT HDMIT TO 

I PRESUME YOUR CRIMES, PLOTTING 

NEITHER TO KILL 
OF YOU IS 
PREPARED OUR 

TO ANSWER MOTHER?! 


THE ACTUAL 
QUESTION. 





TY T/MSURE 
RION-SAN 
HAS HAD A 

TERRIBLE TIME 
CONCENTRATING 
IN THIS ATMO- 
SPHERE, AS 
OBVIOUS AS IT 

WAS THAT PEOPLE 

WERE HIDING 

THINGS. 















NEVER GET 
I HAVE BEEN ANYWHERE 
TRUSTED WITH IF WE DIDN‘T 
THE ROLE OF GET THAT 
JUDGE, AND I OUT OF THE 
MUST PERFORM WAY FIRST. 
MY DUTIES WITH ) 
PRECISION. 





Seeicieseieiese ees jae 





CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI’S 

































PAST SUCCESS 
pane ae WAS BUILT ON 
BE HARMFUL. . THE DEATH OF 
IT CAN EVEN ANOTHER. HE 
THAT LEAD TO SELF- WISHES TO RIGHT 
IS wHy DESTRUC- THE WRONG OF 
WE MUST TION. THAT PAST. 
CORRECT 


THE PAST. 


HOW DID 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 

KILL HIS 

WIFE? 


THERE 
/S AN 
ANSWER. 





~Soone Krom the wovel that was 
omitted for space reasons~ 







Praise 
from you 
doesn't 







mean 
much. 















































SE HOW DID 
a | CHAIRMAN 


ae 


OTONASHI 
KILL HIS 


ae 


a 
aes 
ass 


oe 


at 


Be US oi Rie sae 
ria PAS 
‘ec@ Rey ps pe a 





CHAPTER 27 


SSS 


1) mM 


yin 
a 


y)) 


“SLEEPING MURDER 
PART THREE” 










TO STEP 
OUTSIDE 
FOR A 
MINUTE. 







I SHOULD 
AT LEAST 
TELL 
KRORUKO 
WHAT’S 
HAPPENED. 
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Val 
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ARE YOU 
EMOTION- 
ALLY 
FATIGUED 
PERHAPS 








SHALL WE 
RETURN 
TO OUR 

ROOM AS 

WELL? 





NO, ; 
THAT’S 
OKAY. 
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= _— THEY 

= WOULDN'T 
BE COM- 

FORTABLE 

TO SLEEP 


y¥ IDOUBT 
7 THE CHAIRMAN 
WOULD HAVE 
CONSIDERED 
THE 
POSSIBILITY. 


Jf PRESSED THEM 


WITH SOME 
OF MY OWN 
INFORMATION 
AND 
SPECULATION, 
AND THEY SANG 
LIKE CANARIES, 
THAT’S ALL. 





CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
KNOW THAT HIS 
CHILDREN WERE 
ALL PLOTTING 
TO MURDER 
HIS WIFE? 





WHY DON’T 
WE MAKE 
THESE INTO 
PAJAMAS? 





THEN 
WAS IT EVEN 
NECESSARY 
FOR YOU TO 
BRING IT UP 


CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
WILL HAVE 


WHEN YOU 
MAKE WEIRD 
ASSIGN- 
MENTS, YOU 
GET WEIRD 
RESULTS. 





AND IT MADE IT 
EASIER FORMETO \ IF THESE 
LEAD THEM TO THE THINGS AND AS I 
“ACCURATE FALSE AREN’T OUT EXPLAINED 
EXPLANATION” IN THE OPEN, EARLIER, 
THAT I HAVE THEY’LL ALL BE 
PREPARED = DISTRACTED 


FOR THEM. BY THEIR 


SUPERFLUOUS 
THOUGHTS. 


















YOU/RE 




















NOT GOING 
TO WAIT FOR 
T 
IVE COME UP WITH 
PLANTED THEIR OWN 
ENOUGH SOLUTIONS? 
HINTS TO 
GET THEM TO 
IMAGINE MY 
ANSWER. 



















I JUST NEED 
TO INSINUATE 
A LITTLE BIT 
MORE ABOUT 
THE VICTIM’S 
MENTALITY AT 
THE TIME, AND 


BUTI IT WILL BE 
MAY NOT PERFECT. 


NEED TO 
BEFORE 
THEY FIGURE 
IT OUT 
ANYWAY. 
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RION-SAN 
SHOWS 
THE MOST 
PROMI 
FIND OUT 
WHAT SUSUMU 
AND I DID 
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TO LET YOU 
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SHE 
MAY EVEN 
REACH THE 
ANSWER I’M 
LOOKING FOR 
TONIGH 






























































I DIDN’T —— PAD) ae HN ~ 
EXPECT =a ; y, yy. | 
THATFROM || == | f 
41 KAORUKO | == & ) me iy Y 
ME\ AND Kéya- || LS= MEY / | 
i tia SAN. On (7 


\ Bl oh dl CARE WHAT 
IF YOU KNEW AN YOR TY A \i& YOU *EX- 
IWASGOING \ / ,\ LC PECTED.” 
TO FIND OUT, | Np 
YOU COULD 
HAVE COME 
YOURSELF. 


THOUGHT 
ee 
AVE T 
BUT TAKE THAT 


I ALSO 
THouGHT SERET 


MAYBE I 
WOULD FEEL CRAVE. 
BETTER IF 
YOU OR DAD 
FOLIND OLIT. 





WHEN 
UNCLE 
SUSUMU 
CONFESSED, 
IT WAS LIKE 
KOTOKO 


SO I WAS 
OKAY WITH THE 
IDER OF YOU 
DISCOVERING 


THE TRUTH, 

OR OF DAD 

ACCUSING 
ME. 


DIDN’T WANT 
TO HAVE TO 
TELL YOU 
MYSELF. 


DER- IWANAGA 
a HAD FORCED 
HOW YOU _—-HIM INTO 
FELT. . 
I’M NOT 





YOU/RE 
TAKING THIS 
AWFULLY WELL 
FOR SOMEONE 
WHO JUST FOUND 
OUT THAT HER 
FATHER TRIED 
TO KILL HER 
GRANDMOTHER. 
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I JUST CAN’T 
REALLY IMAGINE 
WHAT KIND OF 
A PERSON SHE 
WAS. 
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SOI 
GUESS 
IT JUST 
DOESN’ 
REALLY 
FEEL REAL. 
WHEN YOU, 
OR UNCLE 
SUSUMU, OR 
UNCLE KOYA, 
OR GRAND- 
FATHER TALK 
ABOUT HER, 








AND 


SHE MADE THE 

















GROUP 
WHAT 
ITIS 
TODAY. 








OTONASHI 











AN AMAZING 
WOMAN, 
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BUT 
I ALSO 
GET THAT 
SHE WAS 
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IT NEVER 
SOUNDS 








LIKE YOU 
HATE HER. 


NN \\ Ann 
SAE EES SS ES 


FOR SOME 
REASON 








fit 


414 : gt SS — IT’S 
: —— LIKE, YOU ALL 
WANTED TO 
4 f _ KILL HER, BUT 
sopart YF yf — | , WHATEVER 
OF ME THINKS —y , | NEGATIVE 
THAT THE PAST | A FEELINGS YOU 
THAT I’VE == 7 is , HAVE ABOUT 
HEARD ABOUT ff IEG HER ARE 
ISN’T THE } ass 
WHOLE TRUTH. 
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SHE WAS A 
TYRANT WHO 
DIDN’T CONSIDER 
THE WISHES OR 
HAPPINESS OF 
HER CHILDREN, 
OR EVEN THE 
FUTURE OF HER 


COMPANY, 
AND WAS 


Al SELFISH 
MOTHER WITH 
TERRIBLE aw 
JUDGMENT <_<” ; gt DEFINITELY 
AND NO SELF- | i mS ff HATE 
CONTROL. ze W" « BACK 
THAT’S HOW |, ae Tr Ul; 
I SAW HER. 


ee” 


ee 


me cn 4 : 3, 


IF SOMEONE 
DOESN'T GET 
RID OF HER, 
SHE'LL RUIN 
EVERYTHING. 
















BUT IT’S 
BEEN A 
LONG TIME 
SINCE SHE 
PASSED 
AWAY, AND 
I FINALLY 
UNDERSTAND. 













TYRANT 
WHO 
AND REFUSED 
SHE HAD TO 
THOUGHT LISTEN 
ABOUT TO 
OUR ANYONE 
HAPPI- ELSE. 
NESS. 



















SHE WAS 
A VICTIM, 





BELIEVED IN 
THE THINGS 
SHE WAS 
ORDERED TO DO, 
AND SHE WAS 
GOING TO KEEP 
DOING THOSE 
THINGS—THAT’S 
ALL IT WAS. 





















































































































MOM WHO 

BUT SHE EXPANDED 
DID ITUNDER THE OTONASHI 

DENJIRG’S GROUP TO 


ORDERS. WHERE IT IS. 


HE LAID OUT 
DETAILED PLANS 
AND POLICIES 
WHILE HE WAS 

STILL ALIVE, OTT 
AND LEFT THEM aaullit 
TO HER. el 


THE FIGURE 
SUMI OTONASHI 
MERELY OBEYED 

HIS WISHES 

AND WENT 
FORWARD WITH 

HIS PLANS. HY 





SHE WOULD 
NEED A FEW 
CHILDREN TO 
TAKE OVER 
DECIDING HOW ee ee ONY, 
TO PASS THE 
AND SHE DID 
CORPORATION 
EVERYTHING HE 
ON TO THOSE 
CHILDREN, AND WOULD HAVE 
} WANTED... 


WHAT KINDS 
OF MARRIAGE 
PARTNERS TO 
CHOOSE FOR 
THEM. 



































EVEN HER 
MARRIAGE 
TO YOUR 
GRANDFATHER 
GSICHI— 
THAT WAS HIS (ee 

DECISION, AND 
SHE DIDN'T ‘ee § 
GET Al SAY IN 
THE MATTER. 





THAT'S 
JUST HOW 
DETAILED 
DENUIRO’S 
PLANS WERE 
FOR HER. 


THAT'S WHY 
SHE TOLD 
ME—THE 
ELDEST 
SON—TO 
; TAKE OVER 
IT’S WHY _ THE COMPANY, 
SHE BELIEVED np ORDERED 
KAORUKO HAD eueumu 
TO MARRY AMAN +0 Devore 
WITH A GOOD = HIMSELF TO 
PEDIGREE, AND‘ peaieTING 
WHY SHE TRIED 
TO GET KOYA- 
SAN TO LEAVE 
HER, 


IN HER MIND, 
THAT \S WHAT 
WOULD BRING 
US THE MOST 
HAPPINESS. 


IS THAT ALL OF 
FOLLOW- THIS... AND WHAT 
ING THOSE 


WAS BEST 
PLANS IS 


FOR THE 
HOW EVERY- 
THING IN HER 1 .. FUTURE OF 
LIFE WENT || : 


Bie | THE OTONASHI 
SO WELL. aa GROUP. 














AND SUSUMU, 
KAHORUKO, AND 
I WERE RAISED 
TO BE EXACTLY 

THE CHILDREN 

SHE HAD 

HOPED FOR. 


AND THAT 
SUCCESS 
CONTIN- 
UED FOR 

DECADES. 
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EVEN THOUGH 
THERE HADN‘’T 
BEEN ANY 
OBVIOUS 
SETBACKS 
OR FAILURES 


THE HUSBAND 
HE HAD 
CHOSEN FOR 
HER WAS VERY 
CAPABLE AND 
HE PERFORMED 


THE 
GROUP WAS 
TRAVELING 
SMOOTHLY 
DOWN THE 
ROAD TO 
EXPANSION, 
EXACTLY AS 
DENUJIRG HAD 
PLANNED 
BEFORE HE 


HIS DUTIES AS 
ASSISTANT 
PERFECTLY. 


FOLLOWED 
DENUIRO’S 
INSTRUC- 
TIONS AND 
GOT RID 
OF ANYONE 
WHO FPRO- 
TESTED. 


AFTER ALL 
THAT, DO 
YOU THINK 
SHE aoe 
COULD SHE, JUST 
OF HER OWN CHANGE 
WILL, DECIDE COURSE? 
IT WAS A 
MISTAKE AND 
TURN AWAY 
FROM THAT 

















AW WOULD 
TAKE AN 
AWFUL 
: * MIGHT MEAN LOT OF 
A <> fe COURAGE. 
SAN REJECTING 
SSHE WES S se f EVERYTHING 
BIDET ae SHE HAD 


VALUED HER 





ADMITTING 
THAT AND i, MWA I SUSPECT 
CHANGING j SHE DID 
ITWOULD  couRsE eras REALIZE 
MEAN WOULD a ROS a AND I’M THAT THE 
ABANDONING MEAN AHA \“C24) = SURE SHE GROUP WAS 
THE LAWS DEFYING . AG \\ Woe) UNDERSTOOD IN TROUBLE. 
ON WHICH pENZIRG. f | } x THAT HER 
SHE'D a ae nee ) CHILDREN EACH 
BUILT HER RK HAD THEIR 
SUCCESS. POLK SONS : \ OWN IDEAS OF 
HAPPINESS. 


BUT SHE 
COULDN’T 
ABANDON 

THEM, 
BECAUSE 
SHE HAD 
HAD SO 
MUCH 
SUCCESS. 





"THE IDEA THAT Pipa 


_ SHE HAD BEEN - 
: NEVER HAD TO 
UTTERLY BETRAYED. SEE THE GROUP 


BY EVERYTHING 
SHE BELIEVED ~— aeeFALL APART, OR 


IN. oe _HER CHILDREN 
MISERABLE, AND 
KNOW IT WAS ALL 
HER FAULT. 


AIND FOR 
THAT, 
SHE WAS 





But you || IWAS ONLY \ a 
COULDN’T THINKING | : BUT THAT 
HAVE OF MY OWN : DOESN’T 


MEAN I’M 
J OF EY es \ 4 TRYING TO 


CAN’T = SELF. | ~~ VERY REAL 
BELIEVE ee ae PLOT TO 
YOU ASKED Lett \\\, 4 uy KILL HER. 

UNCLE e 

SUSUMU 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I WASN'T 
CUT OUT 
FOR 
MANAGING 
A CORPO- 
RATION. 





CONTROL. 


MAYBE 
THAT’S 
BECAUSE 
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I GET 
GOING ON 
SOMETHING, 
= IT LOSE 
SIGHT OF 
EVERYTHING 
SUSUMU, ELSE: 
ON THE OTHER 
HAND, IS 
ALWAYS CALM = 
AND COLLECTED— 
HE CAN SEE THE = 
BIG PICTURE. 
I TRUSTED HIS 
VIEWS MORE | 
THAN ANYONE 
ELSE’S. 








































































































I’VE 
TOLD HIM 
A MILLION 

TIMES. 
BUT HE 
WON'T 
BELIEVE 
ME. 


















































IF I HAD 
TAKEN OVER 
THE GROUP, 
IT PROBABLY 
WOULD HAVE 
ENDED UP IN 

. SHAMBLES. 















YOu 
DIDN’‘T SEE 
YOURSELVES 
ae areee 
WITH A PLACE 
Pes GRANDMOTHER 
FOLLOW ASSIGNED 


: Uy 
hee 


























YOUR OWN YOU. 
PATHS WON Ailit Wife 
OUT. =< Ce Sh 





WE MIGHT 


: ' oN + 
HAVE ENDED p= \ I eee ie we HAD 


UP AS MORE 4A 'G// - pel FELT TRULY 
OF DENTIRO’S Nid a Z ee] «© SUCCESSFUL 
PUPPETS. : di ‘y AFTER 
) FOLLOWING 

HER 


ORDERS, 


“SUCCESS 
CAN, AT 


TIMES, BE 
HARMFUL. 


“24 DESTRUC- 
I WONDER 2 TION.” 
IF SHE WAS = 
ACTUALLY 
GIVING US 
HINTS THIS 
WHOLE TIME. 
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AN ALIBI 


IF THEY’D ANDA 
PLANNED MURDER 














SERVES 












TO REMOVE = THE KILLING, PLOT. 

SOMEONE THEY WOULDN'T 
FROM HAVE GIVEN 

SUSPICION. THE VICTIM A 


~ 
SS 





CHANCE TO 
_ SCREAM. 
















DAD, WHAT 

YOU SAID 
JUST NOW... BUT IF THIS 
THEORY IS 






CORRECT... 





SAY THAT. 
WHAT 
ABOUT ITP 















I THINK 
I FIGURED 
OUT WHAT 
REALLY 
HAPPENED. 
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I THINK I 
FIGURED 
OUT WHAT 
REALLY 
HAPPENED 
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GRAIND- 
MOTHER 
MURDERED 
HERSELF. 


THAT’S WHY 
EVERYONE 
HAD AN ALIBI, 
INCLUDING 
GRAND = | 
FATHER, L 


WAS THE 
LAST 
PERSON 
WHO 
WOULD 


EVER 
SHE HAD KILL 


COMPLETE HER- 






























CONTROL GELFE 
Mone ov 
SUICIDE/ EVERYTHING 


AROUND 


oe 
Pr ates ss. 
i 
es 









PREDICTING 
THE DOWN- 
FALL OF THE 







ISN’T THAT 
WHY ALL OF 
YOU WERE 
PLOTTING 
TO KILL 
HER? 











MUST HAVE 
REALIZED 
THAT GRAND- 
MOTHER WAS 
TRAPPED 
oA BY HER OWN 
\) Jo \ SUCCESS, 
=F ~ 


AND THAT | 
ITwAasToo V iN 1 | 

LATE FOR Yomeceas)\\ Sf i nT 
HER TO STOP ; | I} 
AND CHANGE Wy 

COURSE. 





YES. WE'RE 

OLDER NOW, 

AND WE CAN 

Saeee S SEE THINGS 
PLENTY OF Mo AND T TROM ANEW 


) + WILL, AND I SPECTIVE. 
MOTIVE KNOW THAT PROS es 
TO KILL 
HERSELF. E vicH 

(|| \_ l= VICTIM, 


TOO. 








































GRAND- 


sHe must = “OTTIER 


HAVE KNOWN 
LAL oy 
SHE HAD : 
BUSINESS 
KEPT DOING “Ween 
EVERYTHING 
DENUJIRG’S 
WAY, THE 
COMPANY 
WOULD BE 
DOOMED. 


BUT IF SHE 
LET THE 
(lO a dall >, 
SHE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
BETRAYING 
DENUIRO’S 
WISHES. 





SHE 
HAD TO 
AVOID 
THAT 
AT ALL 


<j] NNNSNSE 


\ 





BUT NOT _ 
FOLLOWING 
HIS ORDERS . 
WOULD 







PAE BEB]? IRRXRIW TAD 


TAMING 


BECAUSE ; 
FOLLOWING : a 
THOSE ORDERS ; 
HAD BROUGHT 
HER SO MUCH 
SUCCESS, 
Wixe)=1341G 
THEM WAS 
PSYCHO- 
LOGICALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE. 


SOLUTION 
TO HER 
PARADOX 


IT WAS THE 
ONLY WAY 
TO ESCAPE 
HER FEARS 
AND 
PROTECT 
THE 
OTONASHI 
GROUP 


(] 
Y 9, 
oh 
—_) UL 
ap 
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I MEAN 


y 


HER. é 
di 


DID THINK 
BACK THEN 
THAT ALL OUR 
PROBLEMS 
WOLLD BE 
SOLVED IF WE 
COULD JUST 
GET RID OF 


? 
° 


THEY 


AND 
WHEN 
SHE WAS 
WERE 
SOLVED 


GONE 


? 
° 


IF SHE HAD 
HAD THOSE 
SAME 
THOUGHTS 
WOULD HAVE 
TAKEN HER 
OWN LIFE 


BUT 
COULDN’T 
SHE HAVE 

FIGURED OUT 
O'S 
ORDERS WOULD 
TH? 


DEA 


THAT JUST 
GOING AGAINST 
HAVE BEEN 
EASIER THAN 


DENJIR 








SOMEONE IS 
UNDER ENOUGH 
PRESSURE, THEY 
OFTEN RUSH TO 

THE NEAREST 
ESCAPE ROUTE. 


PEOPLE 
OFTEN SAY 
THEY AFTER THE 
SHOULD FACT THAT 
HAVE THEY SHOULD 
JUST HAVE JUST 
CUT THE QUIT THEIR 
TOXIC JOB. 


BUT FOR 
THE PERSON 
WHO’S GOING 
THROUGH IT, 
THE SENSE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY 


) \ AND FEAR OF 
THAT’S WHAT REPERCUSSIONS 
MAKES SUICIDE 


MAKES IT 
SO APPERLING— IMPOSSIBLE 


IT FREES THEM TO TAKE SUCH 
FROM RESPONSI- ACTION. 


2 | BILITY, AND THEY’LL 


NEVER KNOW THE 
\ REPERCUSSIONS. 





100 


IF THEY HAVE 
: | SOMEONE TO 
SSN LE Ve’ | SHARE THE 
=e | iy BURDEN OF 
: RESPONSIBILITY, 
OR TO TALK TO 
BUT ABOUT POSSIBLE 
PERHAPS CONSEQUENCES, 
SUMI-SAN | THAT WOULD 
DIDN’T CHANGE 
HAVE SUCH THINGS. 















WHEN SHE 
DID WAS 
CONVE- 

NIENT FOR 

EVERYONE, 

INCLUDING 

GRAND- 

MOTHER. 
















SHE DIED 
AT A GOOD 
TIME. SHE WAS 





THAT CASE, 
I WOULD 
BELIEVE THAT 
DEATH 
APPEALED 
TO HER. 
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BUT 
IF THE : GRAND- 
PRESIDENT f§ MOTHER 


one ge COULDN'T 
Coo a ‘ JUST KILL 
RATION HERSELF. 
COMMITTED | y IT WASN'T 
AND IT SUICIDE, IT a | 
REFLECT BEA “8 : : : 
POORLY HUGE 
ON THE SCANDAL. 
COMPANY, 
TOO. 


ey 
\ | { 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 
SHE COULD 
LET THAT 
HAPPEN— 
SHE WANTED 
TO PROTECT 


SHE KILLED THE GROUP. 


HERSELF 
AND 
MADE IT 
LOOK LIKE 
HOMICIDE, { 


OBVIOUSLY me 
INTEN- 
TIONAL. 





THANK 
YOU VERY 





























SHE WAS 


nd | 
GRANDMOTHER § | ALONE 


CHOSE A TIME EX - uy MEET THE 
WHEN NO ONE [& | yy \\9 | MaSssAGcE 


WOULD BE 
HROUND, AND 
NO ONE 
WOULD COME 
WALKING By. 


CLINIC. 


ey WA 


EN 


SS 


ae —— SoS 
SS SSS = =— = 
= = SSS SS 
Se a SSSSeess = 
OSs ere SSS Ss = 
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PSS Sosa SSO SSS SS ay 
AND SHE (Qe S| ONE WOULD 
















—<——— SSS ote = ae SSS 
PUT HER [RSS SS SS SS BE OUT TO 
PLAN SS SEE HER 
INTO Se i Sn ON THOSE 


: (aN (RESIDENTIAL 
ACTION. OS STREETS. 


ae 


ae 


sorte 


THEN SHE 
TOOK 
HOLD OF 
THE KNIFE 
SHE HAD 
SECRETLY 
BROUGHT 
WITH HER. 


SHE HAD 
TAKEN ALL OF 
THE MONEY 
»1TO MAKE OUT OF HER 
IT LOOK WALLET AHEAD 
LIKE A OF TIME. SHE 
MUGGER THREW THE 
HAD TAKEN WALLET AND 
THE BAG, OPEN PURSE 
REMOVED ON THE 
THE MONEY GROUND... 
FROM THE 
WALLET, 
AND FLED. 


BUT I 
THOUGHT 
THERE WERE 
NO FINGER- 
PRINTS ON 
THE KNIFE 


HANDLE? 


IF YOU 
WRAP THE 
KNIFE IN THE 
HEM OF YOUR 
JACKET, YOU 
THEN, CAN GRAB THE 
TO REALLY HANDLE WITH- 
CONVINCE OUT LEAVING 
PEOPLE THAT FINGER- 
ITWAS A PRINTS. 
HOMICIDE, 
SHE SHOUTED 
HER FINAL 





TUN 


HE WENT 
TOWARD 
THE 
STATION! 


GRAND- 
MOTHER’S 
PLAN WAS 

BUT ALMOST 
IE SHE COMPLETE. 


MADE IT 
LOOK LIKE 
Al MURDER, 
THE POLICE 

WOULD 

HAVE TO 

INVESTI- 








IF ANYONE 
FROM THE 
OTONASHI 
GROUP 
BECAME 
A PRIME 
SUSPECT, THE 
COMPANY 
IMAGE WOULD 
STILL BE 
DAMAGED. 


BECAUSE 
OF THAT, 
SHE MADE 


ALL OF 
THE Likety ‘“IAPPENED... 


SUSPECTS 
HAD AN 
ALIBI. 


WHY WOULD 
DAD SAY THAT ) TE 
HE’S THE \ = 4 BUT 
KILLER? IF MOM 
. | KILLED 
HERSELF, 














PIECES 
DO ALL 
FIT. 





THE LAST 
PIECE OF 
INFORMP- 
TION THAT 
SENT HER 
OVER THE 


HE 
DELIBERATELY 
POINTED THINGS 
OUT TO HER 
THAT WOULD 
MAKE HER THINK 
SUICIDE WAS 
THE BEST 


OPTION. I THINK 


GRAND- 
FATHER 
MIGHT HAVE 
HE MADE = INTENTION- 
GRAND- ALLYLED 
MOTHER 
WANT TO 
KILL HER- 








AND MAYBE 
HE’S CONVINCED 
THAT HE WAS THE 

ONE WHO GAVE 
HER THAT FINAL 
PUSH— 
















































































KNEW THAT 
EVERY ONE 










OF HER i 
CHILDREN Y 
WAS A 
PLOTTING 
TO Kill 
HE. Rae i 













































































































































































a 
SHE 
ss ALREADY 
SHE eee 
MIGHT HAVE “ mat ene 
DECIDED - wae 
TO KILL SS RLUINNING 
HERSELF ON /I|| -- ane 
THE SPOT. ij BUSINESS 
IF SHE Pc INTO THE 
REALIZED THAT \! GROUND. 
THE THINGS \ 4 |) J | 
SHE WAS DOING | 4 |//4 
TO MAKE HER | 
CHILDREN | | | 
HAPPY WERE | i] 
COMPLETELY ea a 
BACKFIRING... 
Nt = 
— st = 









































THEN IT 
WOULD BE 
FAIR TO SAY 
THAT HE IS 
THE ONE WHO 
KILLED HER. 


HE MAY BE 
POWERFUL, 
BUT WE 
tassume VON'T 
KNOW 
YOU WERE 
THAT THE 
ALL PLAN- CHAIRMAN 
NING YOUR 
MURDERS 
VERY CARE- 
FULLY, BEHIND 
CLOSED 


CASE, HER 
CHILDREN 
DID ALL 
WANT HER 
DEAD. 


ERATELY 

POINTED 
THAT OUT 
TO HER, 


; ee 
: RE 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, MY 
BROTHER 
AND I, AND 
HELPED KAORLUKO- 
TO KILL NESAN AND 


MOM.IS — KOYA- 
THAT WHAT SRN... 
THIS ALL 



























we TO CONVINCE 
SUMI-SAN THAT 
HER CHILDREN 
WERE PLOTTING 
TO KILL HER, IN 
ORDER TO DRIVE 
HER TO SUICIDE. 


= } ae ‘ ‘ 
‘ ; Y 7 3 
y. \ Gy 
Giese . 
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f a q 4 ras 
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fs i oAD 
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AAA 
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CREATED 
FALSE 
EVIDENCE 













Tite 
Tze ‘ 
“Se 







IT MAKES 
MORE SENSE 
TO THINK 
HIS LIE JUST 
HAPPENED 
TO COINCIDE 
WITH THE 










THAT’S 

AWFLULLY 
CHARI- 
TABLE 

i OF YOU. 













BUT WE 









DO HOLD 
oe 3 SOME OF THE 
" RESPONSIBILITY. 
HAVE ANY | WE CAN’T PUT IT 
PROOF ALL ON DAD. 





THAT THIS 
ry 1S TRUE. 


| IINAS7 SURE GRAND- 

| \y * MOTHER WOULD 
“| HAVE BEEN 
EXTREMELY 

CAREFUL NOT 

TO LEAVE ANY 
EVIDENCE. 


DIDN‘T 


THI F 
Le IWANAGA- 


IFWE = EotueS SAN WAS 


DIDN‘T 
AS THE 
LEARN THAT KILLER, 


EVERYONE WE 
HAD A PLOT PROBABLY 
TO KILL WOULDN'T 
GRAND- | HAVE ACCEPTED 
MOTHER, || | THIS STORY IF 
| GRANDFATHER 
HAD JUST 
COME OUT AND , 
TOLDUS. £4 





IF WE 
DIDN’T LOOK 
OBJECTIVELY 
W AT THE 
WOULD TOUGH SPOT 
NEVER GRAND- 
HAVE MOTHER 
BELIEVED WAS IN, 
ANY OF 


RIGHT IN 
ASSUMING 
THAT GRAND- 
FATHER 
ASKED YOU 
TO LEAD US 
TO THE RIGHT 


CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
DIDN’/T SEE 
A NEED FOR 
THAT. 





f 
¥ 
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DO THE 
TWO OF YOU 
AGREE WITH 
RION-SAN‘S 


4 ; 
~ aA ih PA WILL DECLARE =~ TIONP 
? (an) THIS THE FINAL 
ANSWER AND 
PRESENT IT 
TO CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
AT NOON 
TOMORROW. 
























RION-SAN WHO 
CONSTRUCTED THIS 
EXPLANATION, BUT 
SHALL I PROCEED 
WITH THE RANKINGS 
YOU PREVIOUSLY 

AGREED UPON? , 






WHO EVEN 
NEEDS TOP 
PRIORITY 
ANYMORE? 





ES 















WILL YOU BE 
PRESENTING 
THIS EXPLANA- 
TION TO THE 
CHAIRMAN 





ae 
aes 
Q CAS 
BSNS seers 
as 


WL 





—, 
ey I’M SURE 
KAORUKO 


WOULD FEEL 
THE SAME 
WRY. 


HAD THE GALL 
TO DEMAND 
PRIORITY 
AFTER THIS, SHE 
WOULDN’‘T HAVE 
BEEN AFRAID 
TO COME HERE 
IN THE FIRST 


LPP ” 


WILL ASK 
THE CHAIR- 









I TRIED TO 
KILL MY OWN 
MOTHER—WHAT 
RIGHT DOT 
HAVE TO DEMAND 
PRIORITY IN THE 
INHERITANCE? 













be an 


& A 
a“ OR: 





FATHER CAN 
DIVIDE THE 
INHERITANCE 
IN WHAT- 
EVER WAY HE 
THINKS IS 


































IF YOU TELL 
HIM, YOU/LL 
JUST MAKE IT 
SOUND MORE 
SPITEFUL AND 













THE NAME 
RION HAS 
SUCH A 
NICE RING 






i fs 
Wa 














IT’S INTERPRET Eo i ; 5 . = <a al Be peace 
JUST THE = ITLIKE 4 I) | {i XX. 
JAPANESE THATE FE WE WY ? 
PRONUNCIA- eS WA We | 






ENGLISH” cess | WIE | IT’S LIKE A 
SPELLING irae | cera \ Ne ' COMBINATION 
OF LION. OSES B\ VW OF R/ISU* AND 

Fens “a A LION—CUTE AND 
BN COURAGEOUS, 







JUST LIKE YOU. 














OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO 








ay 


Wag 


TO MOURN 
ERLY. 


NII-SAN 
ALWAYS 
DID LIKE 


IF HE’D 
HAVE 
LEO. 


SHE WAS 
PROTECTING 
THE THINGS 
SHE NEEDED 
IN THE BEST 





















































BUT 
MOM’S 
GRAVE. 





























LA 


Seis 


ee 
oe 


SS 


AND I 
SHOULDN’T 
WASTE 
ANY TIME 
BUT IN TELLING 
MAYBE IT KAORUKO. 
SHOULD 
WAIT UNTIL 
TOMORROW, 
AFTER THE 
CHAIRMAN 
CONFIRMS 


AND 
3 THAT’S 
HOW DID OUR 
WE DO, EXPLANA- 
GRAND- TION. 
FATHER? } 
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I SHOULD 
HAVE 
ARRANGED 
AN OPPOR- 
TUNITY LIKE 
THIS ONE 











SUSUMU. 
KRORUKO, 








I SEE NOW 
THAT FOR 
YEARS, I HAVE 
BURDENED 
YOU WITH AN 
EXCESS OF 








BUT I DID 
NOT KNOW THAT 
YOU HAD ALL 
PLANNED TO 
KILL SUMI-SAN 
YOURSELVES. 


YOUR 
AINSWER 
IS 
CORRECT. 





Sm 


ae ey 
On hen 


STILL, 
I’M GLAD 
T EXECUTED 
MY PLAN TO 
DO AWAY WITH 
SUMI-SAN 
BEFORE ANY 
OF YOU COULD 
BECAUSE CARRY OUT 
THIS WAY, YOUR OWN. 
I AT LEAST 
MANAGED TO 
STOP YOU 
FROM KILLING 
YOUR OWN 


aN 


BUT 
THE FACT 
REMAINS 
EVEN IF THAT NII-SAN 
THERE = AND I, AND 
ISNO  =&KAORUKO- 
PROOF NESAN AND 
AND IT’S K6YA-SAN, 
TOO LATE ARE ALL 
TO TRY GUILTY. 
US INA 
COURT 


: 
if 
% 
rf 
tf 
rf 
a 
rf 
ra 
rf 
ra 
r 
q 
rs 
rf 
ta 
Cs 
ra 
4 
i 


LAIR le 


AND 
DAD, I’M 
SURE MOM 
DOESN’T 
HOLD IT 
AGAINST 


ae nara 
ee 


THE ONLY 
CHOICE 








ACCEPT 
THE 
BLAME 
FOR 
KILLING 
SUMI- 













AlL I 
WANT FROM 
You lS | 
TO STAND 
WITNESS TO 
MY PAINFUL 








OF YOU 
THIS YET, 


HAVE BEEN 
SUFFERING 
FROM SEVERAL 
MALIGNANT 
TUMORS FOR 











SOME TIME 





















EVERYONE 


































HAS EXPERI- 
ENCED THE 
DESIRE 
BUT EOnE : 
THERE’S A ance. ONE. 
LINE, AND WE EVEN 
WHETHER REACH FOR 
YOU CROSS A WEAPON. 
THAT LINE 
OR NOT 
MAKES ALL 
THE DIFFER- 
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THIS 





























ILLNESS, AND 
THIS PAIN, 
ARE THE PRICE 
I PAY FOR 
IN A FEW 
KILLING MONTHS, 


SUMI-SAN. 


T’/LL 
HARDLY BE 

I WILL ABLE TO 

SUFFER STAND. 


INTENSE 
PAIN, AND I 
WILL MEET A 
CRUEL END. 
THAT IS MY 
| PROGNOSIS. 


re 
. 


REFUSED ANY 
TREATMENT 
THAT WOULD 

EASE THE PAIN, 

AS WELL AS 









EEL THI ASSISTED 
as 

bl THE VERY 

a \ END. 

SS \ 


MURDER : 1 \\ 
SOLVES ALL He. oT \) NSEING. 
NEVER OF YOUR \ (| ONCE DONE, 
ASSUME PROBLEMS, | REQUIRES 


THAT IT’S) YOU WILL N YA SUITABLE 
NATURAL PAYA : PRICE BE 
TO GAIN PRICE IN 
SUCCESS THE END. 
THROUGH 

CRIME. 






































THEY TELL ME 
A THEY WOULD LIKE 
TO RENOUNCE 
ANY RIGHTS TO 
PRIORITY IN THE 
INHERITANCE. 








RION-SAN WHO 
CONTRIBUTED 
THE MOST TO 

AND SHE 
WOULD LIKE FINDING THE 


KE ANSWER, 
DISTRIBUTE THE 
INHERITANCE 
HOWEVER YOU 





~ 


tee 


I SUSPECT 
YOU WERE 
THE ONE 
WHO TRULY 
CONTRIB- 
LITED THE 






BELIEVE 
THEY MADE 
THE RIGHT 
CHOICE. 

















I BELIEVE 
YOUR THANKS 
MAY BE 
PREMATURE. 




























I WOULD 





















IF YOU HAD 
Ne KILLED YOUR 
HAD TO 
INTERJECT WIFE BY YOUR 
sii MY OWN OWN HAND, 
UNSOLICITED 
YOU USED 
A VERY OPINION. 
UNIQUE 
METHOD. 








AIND IT 1S 
IMPORTANT 
THAT YOU | 
UNDERSTAND 


A 
if 


f 


“Nh j 


AT THIS 
MOMENT, YOU 
BELIEVE YOU 
DID A GOOD 
BECALISE, THING IN 
HY as YOU SAID CHOOSING 
2 MERE MOMENTS \ \ THAT METHOD. 
A AGO, YOU 
| PREVENTED YOUR | 
1 CHILDREN FROM ~~ wi | 
KILLING THEIR £ ai Aa mi 
OWN MOTHER. 





Yi, / fiw 


THAT IS 
HOW YOU 
FEEL, THEN 
YOU HAVE 
NOT TRULY 
REPENTED 
we OF ni 
YOUR 
PAST 
SUCCESS, 
OR OF THE 
CHOICE 
THAT LED 
TO IT. 


DETERMINED \whs 
THAT SUMI y ; 
DID SHE NOT OTONASHI- ba | 

CHOOSE \ SAN KILLED | /§ 


THEN WHY 


TO MAKE IT 
LOOK LIKE AN 
ACCIDENT? 


HERSELF. 





HER FOOT CG y/ | CARELESSLY 

EEE Ue A (ee: INTO TRAFFIC 
IS EASY _ SHE FELL | | TO PICK 
TO DRESS FROM A TRAIN \ ees 
ASUICIDE PLATFORM [| : ON HE 
UP LIKEAN ONTO THE : A Ne 
ACCIDENT TRACKS. Ji QW Fey \ DROPPED. 
VICTIM SO 
DESIRES. 








ITWOLLD ¥& 
HAVE BEEN ¥ 
VERY RISKY 
TO MAKE 
HER DEATH 
LOOK LIKE A 
HOMICIDE. / 












AND IN FACT, 
KAORUKO- 
SAN ALMOST 
DIDN’T HAVE 
AN ALIBI. 
IF SHE 
HADN’T 
i ACTUALLY 
BROKEN HER 
LEG, SHE 
WOULD STILL 
HAVE BEEN A 
SUSPECT. 
















AND SHE 
WOULDN’T 
HAVE TO 
WORRY 
ABOUT 
ALIBIS FOR 
ANYONE. 


IT WOULD 
LIKELY BE 
RULED AN 
ACCIDENT, 
EVEN IF IT WAS 
SOMEWHAT 
UNNATURAL. 


FURTHER- 
MORE, IF THE 
POLICE PER- 
FORMED THE 
INVESTIGATION 
PROPERLY, 
THEY MAY HAVE 
DISCOVERED A 
COVER-UP. 







THEN THE 
POLICE 
WOULDN’T 
BOTHER 
WITH A 
THOROUGH 
INVESTI- 
GATION. 


IF SOME- 
ONE WHO 
OUTWARDLY 
SHOWS NO 
SIGNS OF 
SUICIDAL 
TENDENCIES 
DIED IN SUCH 
A WAY, 











































OTONASHI- 
SAN DID 
NOT KILL 
HERSELF. 







































































IN FACT, A 
MURDER. 


WHICH 
IS TO SAY, 
SHE MADE 
NO SUCH 
EFFORTS. 













































































IMPLICATE 
THE REAL 
KILLER. 









| suaaest 


body auch 





should we 
have for 
dinner? 









Male ov 
Comale. 


~ Meal Planning ~ 





CS onus Manga: DORRELGANGER EARADISE 












AND 
GIVE WM A 
et 
SU 





NOW THAT 
YOU'VE 
DISCOV- 
ERED ME, 
I HAVE NO 
CHOICE. 


SNEAK UND 


EIN 








DEPORE Gil 


PAIS BED 








noms 





hk 





HOW DO * 


IN THIS YOU DO, 
INSTALL- EVERY- 















































OH, DEAR, 
DEAR! IF 

| YOU HAD 

A CALLED ME, 
I COULD 

HAVE 

CHECKED 
FOR YOU. 


I DIDN’T 
KNOW YOU 
WERE IN 
MY APART- K; 


NOTE: 
THIS MAY 
SPOIL THE 


CHANGE 
OF PLANS/ 


‘you wit YS y\) \§ Se [P 
TAKE THE < AN\ NN VW TIME FOR A 


7 AFTERNOON \& ZUNA\ ME 2 
OFF TO DO GLEN) >. ; | DASARI 
THIS, THAT, ef Ke \ 
AND THE 
OTHER THING 
WITH YOUR 
DARLING 
GIRLFRIEND! 





ONDE: THE-BED:GIRL~ ; 

EY OKAI-THAT DRAGS _HERE= > 
FINTENDEDYMALE UNDER: THE'BED. A 
sete SCAT=GIRL\FOR-SHO ORT. - 





I WAS 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
TURNING 
OFF THE 
STOVE, 


IN SOME 
CASES, THESE 
SPIRITS ARE 
IDENTIFIED AS THE 
SUPERNATURAL 
PHENOMENON 
KNOWN AS 
DOPPELGANGERS, 
IN WHICH SOMEONE 
SEES AN IDENTICAL 
COPY OF 
THEMSELF. 


TT 
WHEN A LIVING 
PERSON FEELS VERY 
STRONGLY ABOUT 
\ , SOMETHING, PART 
Y OF THEIR SOUL WILL 
ESCAPE AS AN /K/RY6, 
OR LIVING GHOST, 
AND THEN POSSESS 
PEOPLE, APPEAR IN 
OTHER LOCATIONS, 
AND SO ON. 


‘1 DURING 
Bi CLASS, YOU 
WERE SO 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE 
STOVE, 


YOU ARE : 
BOTH MOST THAT 
CERTAINLY YOu 
| KURS- CREATED 
Ss SENPAI. A LIVING 
x AND I GHOST. 
\ CAN TOUCH | 
SPIRITUAL 
ENTITIES, 


oi 
Ness 
\y 


y K 
ys 


LIVING 
AND GHOST 
LATER, CAME 
THE HERE. 
FLESH-AND- 
BONES 
SENPAI 
CAME 
HOME AS 
WELL. 













MAYBE 
THE YSKAI WITH 
POWERS YSOKAI. 



















HAD SOME SOMETHING 
EFFECT THAT POINT- [= 
ON MY ) 

BODY AND 


SPIRIT. 


THERE’S 
IF YOU NO HARM 
LIKE, I CAN IN IT. 









ALL RIGHT, 
GET A LITTLE 
CLOSER 
TOGETHER. 





yi 





y 
é / 
4 Sin 
\? ZO 


} 


4. 


U | 


ALA 





T’LL MAKE 
LUNCH OR 
SOME- 
THING. 


= JUST 
_ WASTE AN 
= INCREDIBLE 

OPPORTU- 


S cenee wie es 
TO ERASE THE ZEN 

DOPPELGANGER E& 
COULDINOT ==‘ 


LITTLE MORE ~ 
FUN WITH HIM SSS 
y, FIRSTP \ 


THING AS A 
THREESOME!! 








| | | ae f 
Sul : iy = 


2 
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My 
a 














| 
! | E ll wa 
f rah Will 
1 | GRG (i ' a 
iA Hié 


| 


el. 


: of PLEASE 








/ 
ay 
Zi | / 


REMAIN 
SILENT! 





\ur's watch! 


stat: sai, Shimameguri, yumi, Kumako 
Editors: 0-Kawa, T-da 


Thank you for picking up this volume! 
| hope you'll vead the next one, too. 








TRANSLATION NOTES 


THE SUITE 
RESERVED 
FOR MY Tunnel wash, page 14 
Berea A more literal translation of the Japanese term 
Kotoko uses is “vase wash,” where “vase (tsubo)” 
is aeuphemism for a certain part of the female 
anatomy. A vase wash (or tsubo-arai) is a service 
{ provided at certain prostitution establishments 
where the woman has her customer hold up a 


>| finger and then proceeds to wash it inside her... 


ia 
THOUGHT 
WE’D GET 
IN THE BATH, 


ENORMOLIS 
START LTH BATHROOM. 


Sal vase. 





Rion and lion, page 114 

To be precise, Rion describes her nameasa 
romaji-yomi, or Roman letter reading, of the 
English spelling of “lion.” Romaji is the Japanese 
word for Roman alphabet—the letters we use 

in English—and is more specifically used in the 
context of writing Japanese words with Western 
characters. The name Rion is pronounced “ree- 
ohn” or “lee-ohn,” as the sound often romanized 
as R is also the closest thing the Japanese 
language has to an L sound. As such, the name 
could also be spelled with an L, making the 
romaji for it “lion.” The Japanese word for lion 

is Shishi, but they usually use the English word, 
which is spelled in the Japanese writing system 
in characters that are romanized raion. 


WHY 
DO YOU 
HAVE TO f:: 
IT’S INTERPRET f: 
ITLIKE = fi: 
THAT? 


JUST THE 
JAPANESE 
PRONUNCIA- 
TION OF THE 
ENGLISH 
SPELLING 
OF LION. 





Murder being once done, 
page 121 

The reader may be interested 
to know that this is the title of 
a murder mystery novel by Ruth 
Rendell. 





| ouqquat 














body Sushi. : 


| (array ‘A 











Male ov , \Y a ine “a 


tomdle. 





= 


should we 
have for 
dinner? 





MURDER 
BEING 
ONCE DONE, 


REQUIRES 
A SUITABLE 





What Hmm.| Body sushi, page 130 


As the name suggests, 
“body sushi” is sushi served 
on the body of a naked 
person. The Japanese term 
is nyotai-mori, which more 
literally means “served 
on the female body,” but 
Kotoko is willing to reverse 
roles. 


\ pe 


WATCH ON (@ crunchyroll 
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HAPPEN ESS. 


By Shuzo Oshimi 


From the creator of The Flowers of Evil 

Nothing interesting is happening in Makoto Ozaki's first year of high 
school. Hls life is a series of quiet humiliations: low-grade bullies, 
unreliable friends, and the constant frustration of his adolescent lust. But 
one night, a pale, thin girl knocks him to the ground in an alley and offers 
him a choice. 

Now everything is different. Daylight is searingly bright. Food tastes 
awful. And worse than anything is the terrible, consuming thirst... 





Praise for Shuzo Oshimi’s The Flowers of Evil 


“A shockingly readable story that vividly—one might even say queasily—evokes the fear 
and confusion of discovering one’s own sentallly: sea ad —The Manga Critic 


“A page-turning tale of sordid middle school blackmail.” —Otaku USA Magazine 


“A stunning new horror manga.” —Third Eye’ ‘Comics 
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Mey (f \\ 6 FY JBM STUNWING ARTWORK 
i foe PAG LITERARY ADVENTURE 
TO LUSH, 
THRILLING LIFE 












Nose 
af 
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Young Theo adores books, but 
the prejudice and hatred of his 
village keeps them ever out of his 
reach. Then one day, he chances to 
meet Sedona, a traveling librarian 
who works for the great library of 
Aftzaak, City of Books, and his 
life changes forever... 











P 2,.> : YS a < KAMOME > 
>K CC | | , oP SHIRAHAMA 


Witch'Hat 
Atelier 


A magical manga 
adventure for 
fans of Disney 
and Studio 
Ghibli! 


The magical adventure that took 
Japan by storm is finally here, 
from acclaimed DC and Marvel 
cover artist Kamome Shirahama! 


In a world where everyone takes wonders like magic spells 
and dragons for granted, Coco isa girl with a simple dream: 
She wants to be a witch. But everybody knows magicians 
are born, not made, and Coco was not born with a gift for 
magic. Resigned to her un-magical life, Coco is about to 
give up on her dream to become a witch...until the day 
she meets Qifrey, a mysterious, traveling magician. After 
secretly seeing Qifrey perform magic in a way she’s never 
seen before, Coco soon learns what everybody “knows” 
might not be the truth, and discovers that her magical 
dream may not be as far away as it may seem... 
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“SLEEPING MURDER PART FOUR” 


CHAPTER 28 











THE REAL 
KILLER... P 





WE FINALLY 
MADE IT TO 
THIS POINT. 





THREE WEEKS PRIOR 


CONFIRMED 
THAT YOU DID, 
IN FACT, MAKE 
A DEAL WITH 

CHAIRMAN 

OTONASHI. 


| WHEN YOU 
— oe | KILLED SUMI 


, | iA OTONASHI-SAN, 
WITH YOUR | ii i 
SUPERNATURAL ! mu | 


(Ai \\\ A WHY DID YOU NOT 
NI sac i 
= S Ls O 
POWERS AND | ——— = RESEMBLE AN 
SHAPESHIFTING | , — <= ACCIDENT OR 
ABILITIES, SURELY AN ILLNESS? 
YOU COULD HAVE 
MANAGED IT. 

































































































































































YOU PROMISED 
GOICHI THAT WHEN 
YOU KILLED HER, YOU 











































































































EASY To CLEAR NO ONE SUSPECTS 
































SUCH PEOPLE YOU OR YOUR 
OF SUSPICION FAMILY, 
WHEN YOU KILL 

A PERSON, 
















































































ASSUMING 




















YOU WANTED TO 

















ESTABLISH ALIBIS 











FOR ALL OF THEM, 

YOU WOULD HAVE 

nee HAD TO ACQUAINT 
FABRICATED ” OURSELF WITH 


ACCIDENT OR ALL OF THEIR 
ILLNESS THE PLAINS AND 
EASIEST AND SCHEDULES. 
SAFEST WAY 
TO DO THE 
DEED, 


YOU DIDN'T 
KILL SUMI 
OTONASHI- 
SAN. 


YOU ONLY 
PRETENDED 
YOU DID, AND 
REPORTED BACK 
TO GOICHI TO 
MAKE HIM KEEP 
HIS END OF THE 
BARGAIN. 





KILL THAT 
WOMAN. 














BUTIHADN’T  \R 
PLANNED ON a 
Z TRICKING GOICHI | 
F AT FIRST. 








\ “SS 
\ 2 























WAS THE 
FIRST TIME 
SHE WAS |, 


I HAVE TO \ 

FINISH HER 
ONCE AND 
FOR ALL. 


I ALSO FIGURED I 
COULD WAIT UNTIL 
SHE WAS STANDING 
BY THE ROAD, BUMP 

INTO HER FROM 
BEHIND—STILL AS A 
DOG—AND KNOCK 
HER INTO THE 
STREET. 

















I’D BEEN 


THAT 
EVENING, 
I’D SET OUT 
TO KILL 
THAT SUMI 


TAILING WOMAN, AND 


THE 
WOMAN 
SINCE THE 


GET AWAY, 
THERE'S NO 
TELLING 

WHEN 
| TLL GET |. 
% %\ ANOTHER |~ 


LAK 
eo “6 9 


ONE. 


THEN, 
WHEN I’D 
ATTRACTED 
A FEW 
WITNESSES, 
I’D BITE 
HER IN THE 
THROAT. 


OR I’D CHASE 
HER OUT INTO 
THE STREET AND 
GET HER HIT 
BY A CAR. 


WAS THUS 
DISGUISED 
AS A STRAY 


MY PLAN WAS 
TO TRANSFORM 
INTO A STRAY 
DOG AND 
ATTACK THE 
WOMAN. SHE’D 
RUN AND I'D GO } 
AFTER HER. 

















BUT THEN 

- 9 = SOMETHING 

2 te | HAPPENED. 
BEFORE - 
MY — 


yes, Neal 

7 THAT WOULD Vi 
DEFINITELY 
FULFILL YOUR 
END OF THE 


DEAL. 





JUST LIKE 
THAT. \ 























DEAL WITH 
THE HUMAN 
WILL BE 
RUINED! 








THE KILLER 
MADE SURE 
SHE WAS 
DEAD, THEN 
TOSSED ALL 
HER STUFF 


TOOK "ON THE 


HER 


MONEY, 


WHAT 
HAVE 
YOU 
DONE?! 


GROUND, 








Dy 
me 


LB 
Uf, 
































THAT 
MAN IN THE 
BLACK COAT! 











WI gp et 
ie af ) 
ae THE 
xs WOMAN WAS 
et PRACTICALLY 
gs: DEAD AFTER 
ZZ THE FIRST 
STAB TO THE 
CHEST. 










































































































































































SO THE 
SHOUTS DIDN'T 
COME FROM 
THE VICTIM—IT 
WAS YOU ALL 

ALONG, 








N ZK 
Sobers | Is Si Nk 
eae THINK, A 
FUER GR FOX SPIRIT 
EVIDENCE FALSIFYING 
TUE AND EVIDENCE 
aD SCENE YEARS LATER, ON THE 
hie : I HAVE TO SCENE. 
. WOULD MBAKE IT ALL 
I MAY NOT ~s NEVER TAG WL NO 
eae eh COME THIS WILL NOT MH” 
HER MYSELF, eS fs Br aor: 
BUT MY FSG 
TA R GET WAS ae easy < 
STILL DEAD. y e. 
I FIGURED 
NOBODY 
WOULD 
SOIT = YINDIFI 
WENT TO TOLD HIM 
I'D DONE 



























































4 END OF THE 
BARGAIN. 

























































































































































































I’D 
DONE MY 
HOMEWORK. 
I RECOGNIZED 
THE KILLER. 


SO I SHOUTED, 
AND MADE 
SURE EVERY- 
ONE THOUGHT 
IT WAS A 
MAN. 


THEN WHO 
KILLED 
SUMI-SAN? 


SINCE I DID DO 
EVERYTHING 
IN MY POWER 
TO MAKE SURE 
NO ONE SUS- 

PECTED HIM OR 

HIS FAMILY, 
IT WASN'T 
AN ENTIRELY 
UNFAIR 
REQUEST. 


AND THAT'S 
WHY YOU HAD TO 
PRETEND TO BE THE 
VICTIM, AND MAKE 
SURE PEOPLE HEARD 
YOU SCREAM—TO 
PROTECT THE 
MURDERER, 
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A WOMAN 
NAMED 
KAORUK 








IN REALITY, 
SHE DID DO 
JUST THAT, AND 
SHE MURDERED 
SUMI-SAN. 














THE REAL 
KILLER WAS 
KHORUKO- 
SAN. 


IF SHE 
FALSIFIED 
THE TIME 

OF HER 
FRACTURE, 
THE 
IMPOSSIBLE 
BECOMES 
POSSIBLE. 





KRORUKO- 
SAN COULD 
NOT POS- 
SIBLY HAVE 
COMMITTED 
THE CRIME, 
BUT AS WE 
DISCUSSED 
YESTERDAY, 

























































































I NEED TO 
TALK TO YOU 
ABOUT MY 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH KOYA- 
SAN. 





















I HAD TO 
COME OUT LIKE 

THIS, OR I’D 

NEVER GET A 
MOMENT ALONE | @ 
WITH YOU, ay 


ners 








Z SS 
4 Wy ORE 
StLLL LOLS me Rx 

g é rea 


AS FOR SUMI- 
SAN, THIS WAS 
HER DAUGHTER, 
AND SHE WOULD 
HAVE REALIZED 
THAT THIS WAS 
THE ONLY WAY 
KRORUKO-SAN 
COULD DISCUSS 

PRIVATE 
MATTERS 
WITH 
HER. 


SHE 
WOULD 
HAVE 
REMAINED 
UNGUARDED 
AS THE YOUNG 
WOMAN 
APPRORACH- 
ED. 
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Od 
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4. 5, 
pier tH biggie 
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KAORUKO- 
SAN MOST 
LIKELY WAITED 
TO AMBUSH 
SUMI-SAN ON THE 
ROAD BETWEEN 
THE MASSAGE 
CLINIC AND THE 
STATION. 
THEN SHE 
MARCHED 









i 


\ 
ail 


i 


seat 





Warn 
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TO MAKE IT 
LOOK LIKE 
A MUGGING, 
SHE PULLED 
REMOVED THE WALLET 



























WOULDN'T MONEY MOTHER'S 
HAVE FROM IT, PURSE, 
TAKEN 30 AND RAN 
SECONDS. FROM THE 
SCENE. 


Repay en 
PRR ees 


ue 
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rn 
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KILLED 



































KSYA- ae 
SAN. pes 























































































































































































































I ASSUME 
YOU ARE 
AWARE OF 
KAORUKO- 
SAN’S 
CRIME? 





















I CALLED 
YOU ON THE 
BROKEN LEG 
PLOY, YOU 
DIDN‘T TRY 
TO DENY IT. 


INSTEAD, 
YOU ADMITTED 
THAT YOU HAD 8 
PLANNED THE hi |G 
MURDER, 
BUT CLAIMED 
THAT YOU’/D 
FAILED. QUITE 
BRILLIANT, 
REALLY. 









. N\S\J BUT ALL YOU 
OR KRORUKO- 


SAN COULD |W c ' 
SEE INITWAS | fa ete! sue two OF YOu 
AN ATTEMPT TO | BEA) Sia ; 
RENDER HIS | Bee A A eee THIS CURRENT 
OWN JUDG- | Fag NL PLOT OF CHAIR- 
MENT ON YOU, | RIY OS MAN OTONASHI’S 
23 YEARS WAS NOTHING 
AFTER THE y ; BUT A SOURCE 

\ Aa \\ OF CONSTANT 


THE CHAIR- 
MAN’S ONLY 
SINGLE INTENTION WAS 











WORD TO CONVINCE 
eerie YOU ALL OF HIS 
Glau. OWN CRIMES. 









«WOULD 
SOUND LIKE 
CONDEM- 
NATION. 


NEVER- 
THELESS, 


T 
POSSIBILITY 


THAT'S WHY \ PNP = fe Tones 


YOU WATCHED A 
SO CAREFULLY | NEAR i AL “anENTiRELY 
TOSEEHOW | —y & A. 
THE SITUATION (an if SE bey IN MIND WHEN 
WOULD Ai Nm RL bp HE SET THIS 
UNFOLD. a 2 = ASSIGN- 





EVENTUALLY, 
| RYOMA-SAN 
4 AND SUSUML- 
SAN’S 
MURDER 
PLOT WAS 
EXPOSED. 








REALIZED 
THAT I 
SUSPECTED 


MADE ITA 
POINT TO 
CONFESS. 
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THAT WAY, 
EVEN IF THE 
CHAIRMAN 
| 300F THA 

PROOF THAT 
COULD YOU WERE 
Scape PLANNING 


Hy] BLAME By MURDER, 





























FINALLY, 

RION-SAN 
PRESENTED 
HER THEORY 





































AS TO HOW 

THE CHARIR- THAT ALSO 

MAN COULD SERVED AS A WAY 
BE THE TO GAUGE HOW 


KILLER. MUCH CHRIRMAN = ye oh 
OTONASHI KNEW IN), \ 


— | 4 OF THE TRUTH. 






THIS IS 
WHERE YOU, 
KSYA-SAN, 
STARTED TO 
THINK THAT 
PERHAPS THIS 4. 
==\ THEORETICAL PLAN |B > 

HAD ACTUALLY /W y 
BEEN PLT INTO 
ACTION, 



























JUST AS 










zi BUT YOU 
RYOMR- TWO HAD 
SAN AND KILLED SUMI- 
SUSUML- SAN BEFORE IT 
SAN WERE COULD REACH 
UNABLE TO FRUITION. 
CARRY OUT 
THEIR OWN 


MURDER. 












































THAT 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 

JUST ASSUMED 
HIS OWN PLAN 
WAS THE ONE 

THAT HAD BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL, 




















Fess 


Ni 

Si 
SS 
. 


YOU DETERMINED 
THAT THIS BIZARRE 
SITUATION WAS THE 

RESULT OF THREE 

MURDER PLOTS 

COINCIDENTALLY 
MOVING FORWARD 

SIMULTANEOUSLY, 
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Sos: 
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AND THAT, 












































THEREFORE, 























AND YOU 








HE REALLY DID -— 











CALLED 





























KARORUKO- 

















SAN TO GIVE 











HER THE 

































































rt ONLYGIVETHIS |__ —— 
ASSIGNMENT 

wees Momo, 
Some FOR HIS OWN 


SLIGHT CRIME. 

RELIEF = 
LAST : = 

NIGHT. E ~ 
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AND YOU 
WERE READY 
TO LET HIM 
TAKE ALL THE 
KRAORUKO- 
SAN YOU 


CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
DID SAY, 


‘MURDER 
BEING ONCE 
DONE, REQUIRES A 
SUITABLE PRICE BE 
PAID. EVEN IF THAT 
MURDER SOLVES ALL 
OF YOUR PROBLEMS, 
YOU WILL PAY A 

PRICE IN THE END.” & 


CHAIRMAN 

OTONASHI 

ADMITTED 
TO HIS OWN 


IF YOU HAD 
INTERRUPTED 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI AND 
CONFESSED 
KAORUKO- 
SAN’S CRIME, 


a Mage 
Sey 


Seen 
a 


WOULD HAVE 
BEEN NO 
NEED FOR 
ME TO TELL 
EVERYONE. 





IF AFTER 
HEARING 
THAT, 


you 

STILL 
INSIST ON 
MAINTAIN- 
ING YOUR 


; 


SILENCE, [A 
= 


I MUST 
IMPART 
THE 
TRUTH. 


NOTHING 
EL SE... 


700 TH, Al N TO 
SUPPORT 
CHAIRMFIN 
OTONASHI’S 
CONVIC- 
TIONS. 










WHAT 
IS THIS 
FARCE? 










7-/ sumi-sAN’s \_ 
LAST WORDS 










































STATED FoyY —- AREN’T 
WEEVEN MURDERER : _[ YOUTHE ONE 
PROVED THAT = ———s 
THE KILLER 1 “WAS A MAN. 7 =  KAORUKO’S 
COULDN’T HAVE CULPABILITY 
FAKED THE JUST LAST 
SHOUTS TO 









THROW PEOPLE 


OFF HIS TRAIL. AN 






























WERE VERY 
SURPRISED 
TO LEARN, 































LATER THAT 
NIGHT, THAT 
THE VICTIM'S 
AND SHOLITS WERE DS eGo. 
THAT | HEARD ON COULD HAVE 
THOSE THE SCENE. COMMITTED 


SHOUTS 
WORKED 
TO YOUR 
ADVAN- 
TAGE. 


THIS CRIME. 








v 
@ | 


( 






THIS 
WOULD 
HAVE MADE 
YOU ALL 
THE MORE 
THAT THIS AFRAID... 
MEETING WAS 
ABOUT HIS 


PERHAPS 
YOU WENT 
SO FAR AS 
TO SUSPECT 
TO MAKE CHAIRMAN 
SURE THE OTONASHI 
POLICE OF PULLING 
WERE GIVEN STRINGS, 
FALSE 
INFORMA- 


KNOWLEDGE be TION. 


ASSURE 
YOU, THOSE 
WORDS DID 
COME FROM 

SUMI-SAN. 


LAST OF HER 
STRENGTH TO 
RAISE HER CRIES 
AND CONVINCE 
THE WORLD 
THAT SHE WAS 
KILLED BY 
A MALE 
MUGGER. 


























SHE TRIED 
TO SHIELD 
} THE MURDERER 
FROM THE POLICE 
INVESTIGATION, 
BECAUSE IT 
WAS HER OWN 
DAUGHTER. 































































CRIME WAS 
PREMEDITATED, 
WOULD HAVE body 
AND HE COVERED THE 
WOULDN’T —sVICTIM’S MOUTH 
LEAVE THE TO AVOID 
aownae ae ATTRACTING 
THE VICTIM BENIN 
\ | ,) WAS DEAD— iss 
hye <li THAT WAY HE a 
Ruf || WOLLDN’T | AH 
IF IT WAS LEAVE ANY vi NT ® ACB. 
PREMEDI- CLUES/ fh ae “AN 
TATED, AND = > aga \r 
THE KILLER Wee 
KNEW THE oe 
VICTIM, THE ——74 | _ Be | el Sy VA 
VICTIM WOUED ——== > tA 
j AVE HAD NO = a 
ae CHANCE TO : = ——— 
DETERMINED eee Vi 
THAT IT HAD KE 
TO BE AN 
UNINTENTIONAL 
SLAYING BY 
SOMEONE WHO 
HAD NEVER /Z 


SEEN THE 
VICTIM 
BEFORE/ 








IT WAS 
HER FIRST 
KRORUKO- ae MURDER. 
SAN DIDN’T = NA 


: 
SHE SAW 
SHET HE CONFIRM THAT 


SUMI-SAN 
VICTIM HAD 
FALLEN AND HAD DIED. 
STOPPED 
MOVING, 
SHE 
ASSUMED 
ALL WAS 























FUBUKI DID 
HONOR HIS 
AGREEMENT © 
IT WAS WITH THE — 

HIS IMPER- CHAIRMAN, 
- SONATED 
CRIES THAT 
PROTECTED 
KAORUKO, 


























BUT 






















SUMI-SAN 
: A ARENT SUUE 
Hien : , REATHED 
8 pe ae : I\\! HER LAST—SHE 
AMT =copuer (| SQUEEZED OUT 
SMT caucuTee “| THE LAST OF 
| (I, ea HER DYING 
1 i POWERFUL PRO 


Mm 


“TTT ITIRS 


a, 





KRORUKO- 
SAN TAKE 
THE VICTIM’S 


DID SHE 
USE THOSE 





DID SHE 
CHECK HER 
BREATRING 


I ASSUME 
SHE WORE 
GLOVES, 
SO AS NOT 
TO LEAVE 
PRINTS ON 
THE KNIFE. 














KHORUKO 
TOLD 
ME SHE 
CHECKED 
HER 
BREATHING/ 


THERE ARE 
ALSO WITNESS 
TESTIMONIES 
STATING THAT 
THE BODY WAS 
STILL WARM 
WHEN THE 
RESIDENTS 


SHE’D STILL 
HAVE SOME 
BODY 
HEAT/ 





SUMI- 
SAN WAS 
STILL 
ALIVE. 


CONCERN 
THAT FOR THE 
LED HER OTONAGHI 
TO HIDE HER GROUP’S 
DAUGHTER’S CORPORATE 
CRIME WITH IMAGE, 
THOSE 
SHOUTS. 


BUT MANY 
PEOPLE 
HEARD THE 
VICTIM 
SCREAM. 


BODIES 
DON’T 
GO COLD 
THAT 
QUICKLY/ 


KNOW IF IT 
WAS THE 
LOVE OF A 
PARENT, 





AND INSINUR- 
Haat eel 7 IMPLICATIONS 


YESTERDAY, 
MISTAKES. AS WELL AS 


| THE BARRAGE 
OF UINEX- 
PECTED [oS 
Twists, /- 


THE 
MURDER 
HAPPENED 
23 YEARS 
AGO. THERE 
IS NO 
EVIDENCE. 


UNLESS WE 
CONVINCE 
THE KILLER TO 
VOICE SOME- 
THING ONLY HE 
COULD KNOW, 
ALL WE CAN 
DO IS TALK IN 
CIRCLES. 















YOU SAID 
SOMETHING 
A MOMENT 
AGO, 
KOYA-SAN. 













‘“KAORUKO 
TOLD ME SHE 
CHECKED HER 
BREATHING/” 








Ap geal 





CAN SEE, 


KRORUKO- 
SAN IS THE 
MURDERER. 


= im 















































CONSIDERING 
HIS PERSONALITY, 
eon 
PLANNING 
CHIVALROUS TO 
: ALLOW KRORUKO- || STAGES: 
| , SAN TO DO THE 
WHICH IS oe a. DEED HERSELF. 
WHY I BELIEVE . 
KAORUKO-SAN 
PLANNED AND 
EXECUTED 


THE MURDER 

INDEPENDENTLY, 

AND KOYA-SAN 
LEARNED OF 
IT AFTER THE 


WHEN YOU 
GAVE THIS 
ASSIGNMENT, 
SHE WAS 
TERRIFIED. 
THAT FEAR 
PROMPTED 
ee HER TO TELL 
EVEN MORE B ; KOYA-SAN 
: FOR THE 
DESPERATE 
; FIRST TIME, 
TOCOVER SUE 
FOR HER. 
: LATER. 
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008 TO 
SHOW YOU 
THAT YOU 

HAD TRUSTED 
IN POWERS 
YOU SHOULD 


NEVER HAVE 
RELIED ON. 


I ONLY 
WANTED... 


THE CASE HAS 
PASSED ITS 
STATUTE OF 
LIMITATIONS, 

SO WHATEVER 

HAPPENS NOW 

IS A MATTER OF 

THE FAMILY’S 

DO AND YOUR OWN 
WITH CONVICTIONS. 
THESE 
FACTS 
WHAT 

YOU 

WILL. 


LEAVE THIS 
HOTEL, 
WE WILL 
FORGET 





WHAT YOU 
DID DEFIES 
ORDER, 


THUS 
CREATING A 
KARMIC NEED 
FOR YOU TO 
FACE THIS 


I~/ IF YOU HAD 
a) ATTEMPTED 
I Y TOKILL YOUR 
pe, WIFE WITH 
YOUR OWN 
HANDS, 



















YOU COULD | / jf  ORIF 
HAVE LIVED 1d /| YOU HAD 
OUT YOUR LIFE aa RESISTED 
BELIEVING THAT 7) | 4. |p | THE EXTRA- 
YOUR WIFE WAS | A LOGICAL 
KILLED BY A {A \\ TEMPTA- 
RANDOM \f\ /\ TION, 
MLUIGGER. 





THOUGH 
YOUR 
DAUGH- 
TER 
WAS THE 
KILLER, 









































IT IS TIME 
THAT WE 
OUTSIDERS 





TAKE OUR 








LEAVE. 




























DO YOU 
THINK I’M 
JUST GOING 
TO LET YOU 
GOP 


Sararaararaaa fechas 


eras 


She 
so 


DOESN’T 


MATTER— 
NONE OF MATTIE 
POLICE 


BLAME 
YOU FOR FIND OUT, 


ans 
Sh N 

\ Iw 
¢ 


\ 
} 
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I TRUST 


YOU, THE 
CHAIRMAN, 


AND RION- 














SAN. 
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YES, THE 
STATUTE OF 









KOTOKO LIMITATIONS 
IWANAGA— a ales 
I CANT UT IF PEOP 

FIND OUT, 
TRUST HER. eee Vir 
ABSOLUTELY 
BE SOCIAL 
CONSE- 






QUENCES/ 











YOU FAlL 
KNOW I 
CAN’T LET 
HER LEAIVE 






ISEE 
HOW MUCH 
YOU LOVE 

AND CHERISH 


PND SHE. “Meee 


WAS WILLING 
TO COMMIT 
MURDER TO 

HAVE A FUTURE 
WITH YOU. 


THE 


So iove | ok STAND IN THE 


. fl att q 
WOULD US WAY OF SUCH 
SMITE ME. |S atti A BEAUTIFUL 
, ML 4\ ROMANCEP 




























I WOULD 











NOT WANT 
UPSET HIM TO RUIN MY 
WITH YOUR RELATION- 
RIDICULOUS- See 
HAVENG || _ SENPAI 
INTEN- FOR THAT. 
OF TION... / 
HAVING 
ANY 
FURTHER fe 
INVOLVE- § 


MENT 
IN THIS 
















RIDICULOUS- 
NESS?! I WAS 
ONLY STATING 
THAT I HAVE 
PERSONAL 
REASONS FOR 
NOT GETTING 
INVOLVED! 


Penns 






I KNOW HOW 
IWANAGA MAY 
SEEM TO YOU, 
BUT TRUST ME, 
SHE REALLY 
WON’T DO 
ANYTHING. ‘iam 

ys 


y 













elatatataleTs, 
es 






UPSETTING 
HIM, 
SENPAI. 






ISN’T AN 
EMPTY 
THREAT. 















eee 
ad 











SOO. I ADMIRE 
. Oi eee YOUR 
UNFORTU- AAS eouence 


NATELY, 
My LIFE BUT IS 


7 I AWERNA WEEN | THAT Gi 
i, Za, RS REALLY 


\ WORTH 
CONSTITUTE | / RISKING 


YOUR LIFE 

















ah, SRR 
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WS ANY 
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YOU 
AND YOUR 
BOYFRIEND 
WERE BOTH 
WRONG. 





oh 
a 
sien 
ae 
seed 
scieie, 
scccie 
siccciet 
icicle, 
scteie 
scccict 
scieiet 
seid 
siccciet 
seis 
ssid 
scieic 
srieict 
scieict 
scceie 
scceict 
siccciet 
scceict 
ese 
siccciet 
icici 
scceict 
scieict 
icici 
siciciet 
seis 
sciciet 
scceict 
icici 
scceict 
sccciet 
sccieiet 
sciciet 
seed 
seis 
siciciet 
ee 





9 


17 





CONSTITUTE 


ANS 


ez 


LARS 











STRAIGHT YOU 
THROUGH IN THE 


¢ HISTORICAL 
All 
~ ee 


y/ PRAIA 
Sf WHERE THEY 
WITH THE 


NON-LETHAL 
SIDE. 


























PLEASE, V//\ THINGS 
JUST THINK Yo | THAT 
OF US AS ‘| HAPPENED 


* | HERE ARE 
DENIZENS | ieee aS 


OF THAT » WO KY 
| AS A) VISIONS OF 
DREAM. /, — ~~ | AWAKING 


SUCH, WE 
ARE NEITHER 
BOUND BY 
THE LAWS AND 
RULES OF THIS 
WORLD, NOR 
DO WE HAVE 
ANY INTEREST 
IN THEM. 


NOW THEN, 
EVERYONE. 
THIS TIME, 
I WitL BE 
TAKING MY 
LEAVE. 





I HAVE NO 





INTENTION 
OF MAKING 


AN ENEMY 


OF THE 
OTONASHI 


PB 


GROU 

















CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI, 





I LEAVE THE 


REST TO 


YOU. 
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TWO 
WEEKS 
HAVE 
PASSED 
SINCE 
THAT 
MEETING. 


EVERYBODY! 
THE SHOW’S 
i STARTING! IT’S 
a «| TIME FOR THE 
WORLD'S MOST 
SHOCKING 
TODAY’S QUIZ! 
SUBJECT IS 
LOCKED- 
ROOM 
MURDERS! 















































THE DAY 
AFTER WE 
ALL LEARNED 
THE TRUTH 
OF WHAT 
HAPPENED 
23 YEARS 


HERSELF. 





BUT 
SHE’S 
BEEN 

IN THE 
HOSPITAL 
EVER 

















THEN HER 
FAMILY 
FOUND OUT 
ABOUT 
HER CRIME, 
AIND SHE 
COULDN'T 
ACCEPT THE 


UNSTABLE 


AA MONTH. 








AIND I BET 
SHE'D FELT 
GUILTY FOR 
YEARS ABOUT 
KILLING HER 
MOTHER. 


ENTRY i 


185 


UNCLE 
KOYA 
FOUND 
HER SOON 
AFTER, 
AND GOT 
HER HELP 
IN TIME TO 
SAVE HER 
LIFE. 
























































AUNT 
KAHORUKO 
WAS TOR- 
. THAT MENTED 


GRAND-  8Y THE 
FATHER’S FEAR... 
ASSIGNMENT 
WOULD 
EXPOSE 
HER AS A 
MURDERER, 

















THE FACTS 
WERE JUST 
SLEEPING, 
THAT’S 
ALL. 


BUT SHE 
WOKE THE 
SLEEPING 
1g MURDER 
SOME. ANYWAY. 
THING 
ABOUT IT , 
I CAN'T | 
EXPLAIN, 


SO WHAT 
REALLY 
HAPPENED?! %Z 







































































23 YEARS AGO, 
THERE WAS A 
MURDER, AND 
THERE WAS A 
KILLER TO GO 

WITH IT. 


IF SHE 
HAD 
KEPT THE 
WE TRUTH TO 
COULD HERSELF, 
HAVE 
AVOIDED 
THIS £E 
OUTCOME. 


IT’S LIKE 
KOTOKO 
IWANAGA 
HAS HER 
OWN SET OF 
CONVICTIONS 













































































wi 
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HE SAYS HE 
y STOPPED BY 
ON HIS WAY 
HOME FROM 
VISITING 
YOUR AUNT. 











AAA 
jill nn 
































I GUESS 
THE ONE 
GOOD THING meee fay, 0) ae | 

TO COME OUT | ilies | 

scones cer Qe UL ap 
Thiessen 

LN 



























UNCLE HAVE 
RECONCILED. es 





KOYA-SAN 
IS SO 
DEVOTED, 
HE NEVER 
LEAVES 
KAORUKO- 
NESAN’S 
SIDE. 



















































































PROBABLY 
ALL THE 
EMOTIONAL 
STRAIN ON 
TOP OF THE 
CANCER. 

















GRANDFATHER 
PASSED OUT 
AFTER THE 
MEETING AND 
HAD TO GO TO 


THE HOSPITAL, 














HE MEANT TO 


AN WW a WII, =©BE JUDGED 

aa) DEW WW MIEG,~=—=«-FOR HIS 

Wy ae Sy} Wty WLU i epee ~=CRIME, BUT 
ie ee” = / HYVES 

| YL IW IE INSTEAD HE 

g EXPOSED 

AUNT 

KAHORUKO’S. 


) Rag 
NNW 
ken 


HE WAS FORCED 
TO DECIDE 
IF HE WOULD 
HE RENDER 
JUDGMENT 
ACCORDING TO 
THE CONVICTIONS 
HE’D EXPRESSED 
WHEN THE 
MEETING 
STARTED. 









































YOU COULD 
SAY IT WAS 

AND NOW HIS OWN 
HIS GUILT FAULT FOR |e Ete =for 
OVER ITIS BRINGING EHEEHE == 

MAKING THE THAT Lp Z 

TIME HE HAS ~—- HEIRESS 
LEFT EVEN INTO THIS. 
SHORTER. 













































































































































































































































































KRORUKO- a aay 


NESAN 
WANTED 
TO MARRY 
KSOYA- 
SAN... 


WITHOUT 
RUINING HIS 
BUSINESS, 
SO SHE 
SECRETLY 
DECIDED TO 
KILL MOM. 
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BEEN 
MEANING 
TO ASK 
YOU. 


KOTOKO 
IWANAGA 
RIGHT 
ABOUT 
EVERY- 
THING? 











ARARAN ASAIN THERE 
RRB RRAWAN STEM SSE 








SHE DID 

: i THE LEG- 
= eK] BREAKING 

owe We tga 28 

RECENTLY, oS. 8 CREATE AN 

SHE’D KEPT te ¥ ALIBI. 

IT FROM Pec vaste sacs z 7S Wa 

EVERYONE, ee a er 

INCLUDING : 

KOYA-SAN. 


























































































































































































































THEN 
DAD'S 
ASSIGN- 

pam MENT 
: REVIVED 
SHE ASKED 2 THE PAST. 
KSYA-SAN = 
FOR HELP, 
AND HE 


OBLIGED... mu 


I WE 
AGREE. = SHOULD 
I NEVER , NEVER 
WANT TO | 1 HAVE LET 
HAVE ANY- THAT 
THING TO piste HEIRESS 
DO WITH HER GET IN- 
VOLVED. 
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NOW THAT 
THE SLEEPING 
MURDER 
HAS BEEN 
AWAKENED, 
THERE’S NO 
TELLING HOW 
LONG WE’LL 
BE DEALING 
THE WITH THE 
SHADOWS AFTERMATH. 
HAVE ONLY 
GOTTEN 
DARKER 
AND 
THICKER. 


I DIDN‘T 
ASK YOU 
HERE TO RAIL 
AGAINST 
YOU. 


I 
7 BROUGHT 
7 THESE 
LACKED THE 
COMPASSION 


RESULTS 
a UPON 
TO KEEP THE fj mea 7 AND THEY = ycELF. 

ae WERE FLILLY 
TRUTH LOCKED SD 

Ty IN KEEPING 

IN YOUR ; 
WITH MY 
BUT IT HEART, os. 
OWN CON- 

Oe ae VICTIONS 
WRONG OF | 
ME TO LAY 1 | 
THE BLAME 

































































I’M NOT 
THAT 

LACKING 

IN COM- 

PASSION. 

AND IT 
DOESN’T 
BOTHER 
ME. 





SAKURA- 
GAWA-KUN, 
CORRECT 
=) 


E=—_—=— 
SS SSS 


a NY 
q 


a 




















I ASSUME 
YOU HAVE NO 
INTEREST IN 
WHAT HAPPENED 
AFTER YOU 
LEFT, AND I’M 
BREAKING OUR 
AGREEMENT 
BY ASKING 
YOU TO COME 
SEE ME. 











«WHOM 

I FIRST 
CONSULTED 
INREGARD 
TO ATONING 

FOR MY 

CRIMES. 











COUSIN. 


I HAD HEARD 
OF A CERTAIN 
HOSPITAL 
WHERE THEY 
WERE KEEPING 
AIN IMMORTAL 
WOMAN WITH 
THE POWER TO 
DECIDE THE 
Rac URE, 


| oe 
” Jer mee 


hel 


YOU KNOW 
RIKKA-SAN, 








THERE WERE 


RUMORS 
THAT THE 


HOSPITAL WAS 
HELPING HER 


RESEARCH 
A WAY TO 
BECOME A 

AND NORMAL 


THAT, IN HUMAN 
EXCHANGE, CAIN. 
SHE WAS 
USING HER 
POWERS 
FOR THEM. 
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| SO HER STORY 
ONTEREST. 
REMINDING | FOX 
ME THAT EX- SPIRIT. 
TRAORDINARY 
THINGS DO 
EXIST. 


AND SHE 
WAS THE 
REAL 
THING. 


ABILITIES 
BUT WHEN TO GAIN 
PEOPLE POWER OR 
TALK CONTROL 
TO HER, PEOPLE, 
THINGS 
WOULD 
GENERALLY 
TURN OUT 
WELL FOR 
THEM. 


I DON’T 
KNOW 
THE REAL 
REASON 
SHE WHS A 
LONG-TERM 
PATIENT 
OF THAT 
HOSPITAL. 


I ASKED 
HER ONCE 
TO MEET 
WITH ME. 
























































THOUGH 
SHE WAS 
BEAUTIFUL, 
IT WAS 
CLEAR TO 
ME THAT 
SHE WAS 
SOMETHING 
OTHER THAN 
































































































































































































































































































































cob TWO 
™ = : HAPPENED MONTHS 
TO SPOT AGO... 
HER 
WALKING 
AROUND 













TAKE ME 
BACK 
TO THAT 
WOMEN, 






wie 
lf 
| 
| 
Hi 
Al 
Al 
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Pe arene 
L . \{) i 






















fay: 


I HAD BEEN 
TROUBLED 
ABOUT HOW 
I BELIEVED TO DEAL WITH 
THAT IF My MY PAST 
PREDICAMENT CRIME, AND 
WAS A I SAW THIS 
RESULT OF ENCOUNTER 
INTERACTING AS DIVINE 
WITH THE PROVIDENCE, 
SUPERNATURAL, SO I SPOKE 
IT WOULD BE TO HER. 
APPROPRIATE 
TO CONSULT A 
= SUPERNATURAL 
SHE —<— BEING. 


HESI- 
TATE. 

















BUT SHE 
LISTENED 
TO ME. 


I TOLD HOWEVER, 
4 
erie \ [Fein 
ONCE MADE A 
ABOUT THE 
DEAL WITHA MURDER 
MONSTER, AND : 
OR IF ASKED IF SHE 
PERHAPS KNEW AWAY I 
SHE COULD ATONE 
WOULD FOR THE CRIME 
USE HER I HAD 
POWERS INSTIGATED. 
TO GET 
ME THE 
FUTURE I 
DE- 
SERVED. 





THAT’S 


FIND MY \ & BYE 
COUSIN— '\ \ Qa aa ee 
HE HAS = J/A\\ SX 
THE SAME fe los 
POWERS 

IDO, 
HE AND... 
































SHE TOLD 
ME THAT IF IT 
WENT TO YOU, 


YOU COULD al 
LIKELY GRANT — 4 


MY REQUEST. 
































































I HAD MY yo 
DOUBTS, Wp 
BUT WHEN I 
i DID SOME 
SiH THEN RESEARCH ON 
BUT (M4 | IMET YOU, KOTOKO- 
NEITHER le! Hy] = =YOUIN SAN, I FOUND 
OF YOU = || El] PERSON, SEVERAL 
SEEMS | | AND I UNUSUAL 
| VERY | FELTAN ACCOUNTS. 
lh ux | HUMAN p | UNUSUAL 
iia TO ME. : 






































Fin bi 
Nhe 


OFFEND 


| YOU TO 
HM PUT IT 
SARA DT OP ts ere es = T H | Ss W AY, 











} BUT NOW 
THAT IT’S COME 

TO THIS, I CAN‘T 

j HELP BUT WONDER 
WHY I DID EXACTLY 

















DENLY I 








CAN’T BE We | Wy 
SOSURE.§ WHAT THISRIKKA /)f 4, L ctl CS 
: WOMANTOLD #4 oom 
ME, AND WHY I | tf i, 


TRUSTED YOU. 










NEITHER 
































































SHE NOR 
KURG-SENPAI 
HAS THE ABILITY 
TO DREAM UP 
ANY FUTURE 
THEY AND BRING IT RIKKA-CAN 
TO THEM. LED ME TO 
CAN DO NO 
MORE THAN A FUTURE 
CHOOSE ONE WHERE I 
FUTURE THAT 1/ FOLLOWED 
ALREADY HAD HER INSTRUC- 
A HIGH 
LIKELIHOOD 






OF OCCUR- 



























YOUR PAST 
EXPERIENCE 
HAS MADE IT 

EASY FOR YOU, 

CHAIRMAN 


AND YOU HAD A \tS oe 


STRONG DESIRE ag 
TO SOLVE THIS i SPECTRES. 
MATTER, TOO, 
THROUGH THOSE - 
SUPERNATURAL Ke Oi 
MEANS. | hip 














































DOESNOT W\ SAO See eo 
POWER TO ))\\! || ERASE ANY “HAVE 
43) ‘o || DOUBTS DONE... 
: MAKE YOU J = YOU HAD— ¢ 
N TO DO FA = THAT IS THE 






WHATEVER PP . Wes EXTENT OF 
SHE WISHES. , aX AA NY | HER ABILITY 
A\IC VY] TO INTER- 

FERE. 






I 
IMAGINE 
YOURE 

RIGHT. 


















































RIKKA-SAN 
IS NOWP 


I 
HAVEN’T 
SEEN HER 
SINCE WE 








PARTED i 
THAT DAY. i 
WE DIDN’T 


EXCHANGE 


Za - CONTACT 
a I DOUBT INFORMA- 


SHE HAS ANY 
INTEREST IN 
THE OUTCOME 


TION, 
EITHER. 























OF THESE 
EVENTS. 





















| BUT I 
| WONDER IF SHE 
RECOMMENDED 
YOU TWO 
BECAUSE SHE 
FORESAW THIS | 
CONCLUSION. 














































ih 
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Lal 
Wit, 
va ! 







SHE IS A 
THORN IN 
MY SIDE, 
AS WELL. 


wa Ke ‘ ag aw Z 
oe Pet 
‘ 


. 
= 
G 











UNS. 


° 


FEEL THAT 
THE CHAIN : 
OF EVENTS | I DON’T 
LEADING TO THE IN AAW] «KNOW WHAT 
BUTI .CHRIRMAN’S TO THINK 
I COMING TOME | ABOUT 
HADN'T WAS AWFULLY / | RIKKA-SAN 


TO Gurse CONVENIENT. PULLING THE 


THAT FAR. ! | STRINGS. 


> 


Sa. Ta 


















































WHY 
‘ DID SHE 
oe - B1as FORCE ME 
; s | WZ 45 INTO THIS 


TRYING TO 


FROM STARTTO 
FINISH BASED ON 
WHAT LITTLE 
INFORMATION HE 


Vee Se | ? COULDN’T HAVE 
TORMENT G, LAY | PREDICTED THE | 
Mé. PX p Vi IN | TRUTH AND SEEN bf 
AY ee, WW THE WHOLE EVENT 7 










I CAN 

THINK 
OF TWO 

REASONS. 







FIRST, 
MAYBE SHE 
WANTED TO 
SO YOu KEEP YOU 
WOLULDN’T FOCUSED 
(See, NOTICE THAT ON THIS 
DOES SEEM NSN SHE WAS . 
MORE LIKELY “oy GETTING 


THAN MERE arate 


PLOT. 


THE 
OTHER 
REASON 


wlS TO SHOW 
ME HOW YOU 


SETTLE CASES 
THAT INVOLVE 
SPECTRES. 


GETHER?P 


YOU’/VE SEEN 
ME SETTLE 
THESE CASES 
HUNDREDS 
OF TIMES BY 





THAT’S 
TRUE, 
BUT MAYBE 
BECAUSE 
THERE WERE 
HUMANS SO 
THOROUGH- 


SHE _ LY TANGLED 
THOUGHT yp IN THIS 


THAT YOUR ~—s- CASE, 
IDIOSYN- 
CRASIES 
WOULD BE 
MORE PRO- 
NOUNCED. 








THIS TIME, 
YOU DIDNT 
LET ANY 
EMOTION 


COULD HAVE palette 
PREDICTED pectoRING 
THE TRAGIC el 
OUTCOME, 
BUT YOU 
EXPOSED 
THE TRUTH 
ANYWRY. 


WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
SHE FELT PROTECT- 
LIKE THIS ING ORDER, 
WOULD YOU SHOW 


MAKE THAT NO MERCY. 
CLEAR | 


Paros 
ae ir aaa 


Oo 
oe 
arene 


Cuore 


SOUND LIKE 
A COLD, 
INHUMAN 
MACHINE. 





v 


= — 
02000 _000 


IF ANYONE 
IS INHUMAN, 
IT’S 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 


TO BE PUT IN 
HIS PLACE. 
EMOTIONS 
ARE IRREL- 

EVANT. 


? 


Uy 
uy & 
xr 
QO 
~~ 
ce 
re 
kK 


THE ONE WITH 
NO EMOTION 
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HAVEN'T 
YOU FIGURED 
OUT YET 
JUST HOW 
AFRAID OF 
KOTOKO-SAN 
YOU SHOULD 
BEP 
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This time, | consciously tried to write a Christie-esque mystery, 
choosing the subgenre that the Queen of Mystery is said to excel 

at: the sleeping murder. It’s a difficult premise to handle, because it 
tends to come across as dull and uninteresting, but on the other hand, 
because the case has already been examined so thoroughly, it’s easy 
to present all the information needed to understand it in a compact 
format, and move the story forward quickly. ln novels and manga, it’s 
always best when you can get through those formalities without taking 
up too much time. Of course, for most of the cases in [n/Spectre, the 
investigation is already almost over by the time lwanaga gets involved, 


and one of the reasons for that is that | know it will speed things along. 


But the mystery itself may have a lot of elements that are 

more reminiscent of Christie works other than Sleeping 

Murder. And there may be parts that remind you more of 
Chesterton or Crofts. And | think many of you have figured 
this out, too, but the name of the character Rion comes from a 
Shinichi Hoshi work. U’ve mixed all kinds of things in here. 






A long case has ended in this volume, so expect the next 
volume to be a little more laid back. But we are steadily 
approaching the final showdown with Rikka-san. 


| hope to see you again. 


Kyo Shirodaira 


lam the author, Kyo Shirodaira. And this is volume 11, 
with the conclusion of the “Sleeping Murder” case that 
Started in the previous volume. lt can be annoying to start 
the solution segment of a story and have it carry over 
into another volume, so l’m relieved that the conclusion 
made it into this one. 


U’m sure many of you have realized, but the name of this 
arc comes from Agatha Christie’s novel, Sleeping Murder. 
| think a direct translation into Japanese would be 
Nemureru Satsujin. lt’s a book about uncovering the truth 
behind an unsolved murder that had been dug up from the 
past and was sleeping in people’s memories. 


ln Japan, such stories that deal with solving long unsolved 
cases, or cases that had been solved but new evidence 
casts doubt years later, are also called, “Murder in 
Memory” or “Murder in Retrospect,” and you might say 
it’s a standard premise for mysteries. Sometimes they’re 
even called sleeping murder mysteries. 


Because they happened so long ago, the only clues 

are the records kept and the memories of the people 
involved, and because the mystery went unsolved for 

So long, or is already presumed to be solved, it doesn’t 
seem like the truth will be very easy to find. The records 
have already been pored over, leaving almost no room 
for any new interpretation, and people’s memories have 
faded, while assumptions have grown stronger, and may 
have turned into a false understanding of the facts. And 
we can’t count on new evidence or testimony. ln light of 
all that, how will we reach the truth? Where is the key to 
solving the mystery? That’s what makes this premise so 
interesting. 


a 


_ 
S 
— 
— 
=~ 
fq) 
(oe) 
cS 
fg) 
oO 
=F 
ao) 
=F 
fq) 
_ 
— 
cD 
— 
= 
S 
= 
fom 
=> 
So 
=| 
=> 
fq =) 
= 
— 
So 
= 
Ke4 





